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SERMON I. 



THE CHRISTIAN COMFORTED. 



1 PETER iv. 12, 13. 

Beknxd, think it not strange concerning the Jiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you : but rejoice^ inasmuch as 
ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that, when 
his glory shall be revealed, ye may be glad also 
with exceeding Joy. 

After a temporary absence, I am again per- 
mitted, my beloved Christian friends, to meet 
you in this house of prayer. It has not been 
that I was unmindful of you, or unmindful of 
the cloud which is still suspended over us, that 
for some Sabbaths I have forborne to visit you; 
but that! might, after a season of constant 
labour^ obtain, through the Divine goodness, that 
Atr^gth which would better enable me to meet 
.-die trial, and especially to give that counsel 
and consolation which our present circum- 
stances require. Frequent have been my en- 





treaties to the Lord for you; and if ever I 
entered this pulpit beseeching his gracious aid, 
it has been on the present occasion : that, now 
that three Sabbaths yet remain, in which, if the 
Lord permit, we are to continue in this place, 
they may resemble those three Sabbaths in 
which the Apostle tarried in Thessalonica,* 
and was then compelled to leave his beloved 
brethren. Oh that Ihe Spirit of God may be 
with us ! May He so assist us by his powerful 
influence, that this season may be peculiarly 
blessed to many ! 

To-day, my Christian friends, is the day on 
which we are to meet together at the table of 
our blessed Lord. Mournful as the thought is, 
that it may be the last time that as a church 
we are thus to assemble on earth, this sorrow- 
is far outweighed by the consolation, that our 
next meeting at his table will, in that case, be 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb ; that we 
shall then meet, not to behold the emblems 
only of his broken body and shed blood, but 
we shall see Him standing in the midst of the 
throne : we shall behold Him eye to eye and 
face to face. The interval between these sea- 
sons is but as a moment. Let us, therefore, on 
this festival morning, keep our home in view; 



• Sec Acl5, xvii. 2—4. 
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THE CHlilSTlAN COMFORTED. 3 

making oiir present dark olond rather like thfe 
ground- w6rk» on which our prospect shall ap^ 
pear the brighter, thaa an abstract distress 
which may overwhelm the heart. It is with 
this view that I have selected my present text. 

The words were written by St. Peter to con;- 
sole his suffering brethren, who were " scat- 
tered abroad " for the truth's sake ; and who were 
then '^ in heaviness through manifold tempta- 
tions," but who were still to endure a far more 
i^evere, even a *' fiery trial." The tero{^ of 
God was to be destroyed; the city of their 
•forefathers to be burnt with fire; and the church 
:4>f Jerusalem so entirely broken up, that no 
prospect of a re-union appeared. In these 
circumstances the Apostle,, with a tendemesift 
which he had learned in the school of affiic- 
tion— ^for it is by sanctified trials that the heart 
becomes sympathizing-r-^sa3n5 to them,: ** Be- 
loved, think it not strange concerning the fiery 
tiial whiph; is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto yout but rejoice, 
inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's suf- 
iferings; that, when his glory shall be revealed; 
ye may be glad also with exceeding joy/' 

There is a,peeuUar force in the word ** be- 
loved" in this place. It makes the counsel of 
the Apostle very different from that cold advice 
which is sometimes so readily afforded to suf^ 

B 2 



4 SERMON I. 

ferers. Tlie3a comforters are like, the friends 
of Job: they rather increase than alleviate the 
sorrow. This word, as the. language of an in- 
spired Apostle, manifests Ihis consoling truth. 
That trials do not alter iour relation with God, 
Qtsor lessen the affection of his faithful servants. 
They are still his .beloved people; and the 
iuretbren still love them, '^ with a pure heart, 
fervently." Indeed, I may say that trials call 
4^th this afiisction. It is thus in this Epistle : 
if you read' ihe other parts of it, you will see 
much of Christian privilege, and much of wise 
leounsel, but comparatively little of endear^ 
fflient*. When, however, the Apostle thinks 
of their sufferings, his spirit becomes tender. 
Bdbre he oflfers one word of advice, his affec- 
tion bursts forth : *' Bdoved^ think it not 
strange." 

. We siboufld dwell^much, tnyOfaristian friends, 
mi mich an eisptsession. 14 seems placed ^at the 
conmenceBftent of.the setitence, that we may 
be ansared^ that, s» love gives the counsel, so 
love direete tiie tdal. ?¥ou may recollect, ttiat • 
when the three disoifples were in the Mount of 
Transfiguration, there came a cloud and over-r 
skadowed them. It is said, ^^ they feared as they 
mtered into the cloud ; and there came a voice 

* Hii^ is only the second time, the word ^'beloved" is 
ui»d by the Apastle. 



THE CHRISTIAN COMFORTED. 5 

otrt of the cloud, saying, This is my beloved 
Son, hear ye him." We seem in this text, as 
we enter into the cloud, to hear the same voice : 
" Beloved, think it not strange." There is a 
cloud hanging over you, but it has not the 
" blackness and darkness" which covered Mount 
Sinai; it is a Mount- Tabor cloud. As you 
enter it, you hear the voice of your heavenly 
Father's love. 

The counsel thus affectionately given has two 
objects. First, to preserve tuem from suh- 
■ prise; Secondly, to promote holy joy. 



T. He says, " Beloved, think it not strange 
concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, 
as though some strange thing happened unto 
you." The trials to which he is specially re- 
ferring are trials for God. Not the common 
sorrows, to which all the children of Adam are 
subject, but those sufferings which believers 
are called to endure for righteousness' sake. 
Viewed, my beloved friends, abstractedly, it 
might be supposed that the course of an indi- 
vidual Christian, or of a Christian church, being 
a course of piety towards God and of good-will 
to man — a course which only has in view the 
glorifying of God and the benefiting of our neigh- 
bour — that such a course would be free from 
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tm^!fof it& own fiake. iiQut ^perieinee shewt 
ttvat'itasJatf otherwise ;^thai.it4fe no fVgjtrange 
tbkf ^' foit the people o£ Gfod to be seMerely tried 
on thisrery a^ocount^: Eor i if cwe consider the 
great enemy with whom^we havje to contend ; as 
for as be is permitted/ he will ever be /ready to 
raise fiery tribulatioaw It ia by the insii:;^- 
mentality of his faithful servants that the ^Spni 
of God is destroying the works of the devil. 
The faithful. preaching of the word; in public, 
and the outshining of his grace in private, form 
a light so clearly discovering the folly » the d^-* 
ceity the wickedness of the prince of darkness, 
tbat his empire is always in danger from the 
]>reaching and the practice of the truth. He it 
|(«as, therefore, whosuggestedtheputting to death 
the Lord of Glory: and from him his faithful 
servants can expect no better treatment ; but^ 
whenever an opportunity occurs in which his 
malice can distress or harass them, that malice 
wiH be exercised. It is no ^* strange thing " for 
Satan to assault the members of the body of 
Ohrist; 

i Nor/ considering trials as coming from the 
hands of unconverted men, can they be deemed 
^' strange ? " For, though the light with which 
a Christian walks is the lamp of love, yet the 
rays that issue from it are re^y s most hateful to 
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the woridi for^tibey ipuLtJuo shame their <lQe4ft 
ofrdarkness. ^ When^iiby Divine ^ graces; a jbo^ 
of Christiaiis: walk a» >ohildi;en .of .tlii& ligbti> 
honouriiigAtbeir God^Msd Saviour^ acluDlowlfuigr^ 
i&g tbe ^^eedom of hb grace^ and having r^ap^Ql 
to his commaiidmeiits ; th^r zeaL distreasesa.thd 
consciences of the impaioteBttii whilst it da^ 
not change their wills. They canooty^ tipamplft 
upoD the mercies of 6Dd;,with the^ same iodif^ 
£^eiice, nether break iii& stati|teB,.vrith th# 
same uacoacern. The lighl; flashes ia theiis 
cyes^^ iai^' they feel that' a worldly^ pijofaue^ 
uagodl^ course, i^ a disgrace to a crieatiiie 
formed> like man. i They, also, who are . niom 
tik€^\ in their habits^batwho are igoit^raoti^f 
the Gospel, from that ignorance become re^y 
ia&tiruments to try the . Christian. , ^^ Th$/ie 
Ithiogs," says our Saviour, "IWiVe I, spoken, ui^i^ 
y^ou, that ye should not ,be,qffended. ..Th^y 
shall put you out (^ the synagogues; yea, t]^ 
time Cometh that whosoever killeth yoii wUl 
think that he doeth God. service : and thes^ 
things will they do unto you, because they have 
not known the Father nor me." . As SauL when 
he was breathing out threatenings and slaughti^i: 
against; the church, did this igaorantly from a 
zeal for God, so it still is. If, therefore, w^ 
consider men as the agents, so far as per<^ 
mitted of God, it is not *' strange " if Christians 
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hare ta suffer fiery teials. The hatred of some; 
and the ignorance of others, may jnake thetn 
account such an ocdurrence as naturals 

So, agaii^, if we view the Lord as the agent-^ 
which He certainly is, without in any degree 
tempting men to sin, or justifying them in it^ 
yet permitting and overruling the tribulation of 
his people — their fiery trials are no " strange 
thing." For what has the Lord permitted the 
church to be, from its commencement, but a 
burning bush? always in the fire, but never 
consumed* If we would trace her course from 
the days of Abraham to the present time, we 
should toace it, as I might say, by a line of 
fire, the fire of tribulation t the flame,^ indeed^ 
toot always burning with equal heat, but the 
embers never entirely extinguished. What is 
the eleventh chapter of the Hebrews, but a 
imccession of links of precious faith tried in the 
fire? We begin with the martyr Abel, and 
we close with those who had " trials of cruel 
, blockings and scourgings ; yea, moreover, of 
bonds and imprisonments: they were stoned, 
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were 
slain with the sword ; they wandered about in 
sheep-skins and goat-skins ; being destitute, af- 
flicted, tormented */• 

• Hebrews xi. 36, 37. 
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It is by trialsy tnybr^kreiY, tibfiif Ood maiii^ 
feBta the faith of his pedpte^ How was the faith 
of Abraham proved ? Not by his sdttifig at eas^ 
at hi^ tent door in the heat of Hib day ; bat by 
hift dscending Mootit Moriah/ aoid'offering Up his 
duly SOU; fitow #tlB the fakh of Bfoses mani* 
fested? Not by his being great among thei 
Egfyj^ians, ahd being called the *^ son of 
Pharoah's daiighter ;'' but by his ** chooaing 
rather to Mfier affliction with the people of 
God> than enjoy the pleasures of sin for a sea* 
8on^." So with the faith of Dahiel. It was . 
sfttfewn, not by his having many gifts bestowed dn 
him by the king of Babylon, but by his enterih^ 
into the lions' den as the sehraht of the living 
Grod. Thus also was the faith of St. Paul 
manifested ; not by sitting in sweet commxi' 
nion with the family of Philip, but by pursuiiig 
his course under this feeling, " What mean ye 
to weep, and to break my heart ? I am ready 
not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusa- 
lem, for the name of the Lord Jesus f." Fbi* 
the manifestation of their faith, therefore, God 
permits these trials. 

And so for the purifying of their faith. For 
what are fiery trials but God's furnace, to sepa- 
rate the dross and to bring forth the pure gold ? 

* Hebrews xi. 25. t Acts xxi. 31. 



Whichever way, therefore, the subject is c^m* 
sideredy we must not account trials ^' strange.'' 
Satan will readily suggeist them i the ungodly 
and the ignorant will as readily yield to bis 
suggestions; while/ for his glory and their ulti^ 
mate good, their HeaTCnly Father will frequently 
permit them. 

But the Apostle particularly calla their at* 
tention to one individual trial, which he terms 
a^^^V fiery trial," or one more particularly aggra- 
vated: "Think it not strange concerning the 
jfien/ trial that is to try you." And well, as I 
mentioned, might the affliction then coming; 
upon the believing Jews, in the entire destruc- 
tion of their city and their complete dispersion, 
be thus termed. And it is this extent of their 
suffering which makes their case so instructive 
to us: for the dispensation now suspended 
over us, my beloved brethren, may, as we par- 
take of Christian feelings, be thus viewed. 

Was one of your ministers removed, it would 
only be that which the Lord has before per- 
mitted ; when, upon the illness of one, another 
was sent declaring the same message. Were 
feome of the most useful of the members to be 
taken, this also would be no new occurrence ; 
and, though I can never cease to remember the 
kind services of those dear friends who have 
thus been removed from us, still the Lord has 
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raised up othersjitsQ thiit» by the bleaiiiiiig of 
God, to this day, both in its ministers and ia ,it2^ 
active members, the church is continued* But 
now we are, called to a. trial which at pnce sepat 
rates the whole body. Whatever, therefore^ 
p£ affection subsists . between^ the pastors and 
the flock-rand upon this subject I dare not^ 
tnist myself to speak — or whatever of Christian 
love there is between the members of a congre>^ 
gation, so closely united as to have received 
from some the naoke of '^ a Philadelphimx' 
Church, "-^these bonds— rthough their separate 
parts can nevpr be dissolved, for they urm 
formed of that charity which never faileth-^^ 
are about to be dissevered : for no longer shall: 
we here offer the ; same prayers,, sing the sanae 
praises, hear the same word, or surround the 
same altar. Whilst you will live in each other's 
hearts, and shjaxe in each other's prayers, ya«, 
will be scattered abroad, for a season at leasts 
as sheep without a shepherd. .So, also, the light 
which as a church you. have, by Divine graces 
been enabled to hold forth, will be extinguished: 
and this not at a time when the light but dimly 
shines, but when, by the peculiar blessing ctf 
God, it burns with a lively flame; — the schools^ 
the charities, the religious institutions, all prosr 
pering; the congregation large; and the com^ 
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tnunicatnte more num^oUs than tiiiey ever havje 
treen*. 

These are only a few of the obvious disn^ 
tre^Mses which accomj^iiiy this dkpensation^ 
-^a dispensation Which the present state of this 
bietropotis much aggravates^ and which may 
well give it lft»e name of a fiery trial. And yet 
the inspired Apoidie^ when writing to those who 
were thus seaitero], and who were to endure 
still more grievous tribulation, says^ ** Beloved^ 
think it not strange concerning the fiery Uriol 
which IB to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you;" and shall we, my 
beloved brethren,^ think it *• strange" if Crod 
tries us ? No : let us rather say, ** It is. the 
Lord ; let him do as it seemeth him good. The 
eup which my Father hath given me, shall I mit 
drink it ? Not my will, but Thine be done, O 
Lord/' Oh that the God of all grace may, for 
his dear Son's sake, grant to us this spirit of 
meek submission, that, with the Psalmist^ we 
may say, ** I was dumb, I opened not my mouth, 
for it was Thou that didst it ! " 

II, The Apostle, however, is not satisfied 
with counselling these scattered Christians not 

'^ See the Note at the end of this discourse. 
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to tbii^ "their trial strange : he goes further; he 
EXCITES THEM TO HOLT JOT. He says, '^ But 
rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of the 
sufferings of Christ ; that, when his glory shall 
foe revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding 

First, you notice that he declares to them 
^* that they are partakers of Christ's sufferings.^ 
Here I need not say, he does not mean that 
they were partakes of those sufferings which 
were to atone for sin, as if their afflictions had 
any expiatory merit in the sight of God. No^ 
none of the trials of the church have any thing 
of this nature in them : there is no communioii 
in this view. He only w^ls ♦* wounded for ouij 
transgressions;'* He onlt^vma ^* bruised for ©«# 
iniquities ;" ** the chastisement of our peace was 
laid upon Him, and with Ms stripes we ap6 
healed:" •' jBe,by'hi& one offering, hath ^per- 
fected for ever them that are sane tifie^i." ItJiBi 
not to this which the Apostle refers. But they 
were partakers oif the sufferings of Christ, inasr 
much as their sufferings, as far as regarded thd 
instrumentality of ma:n^ were for a similar cause, 
r or why did our Lord suffer ? As it respects 
God, he suffered, "the Just, for the unjust, to 
bring us to God?' Biit, as it respects man, be 
suffei'ed for righteousness sake. The rulers 
"delivered him for envy.*' They hated his 
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testimony,: and therefoFe desired to put him to 
death. A similar cause produced the sufferings 
of these brethren ; they were scattered abroad 
for the truth's sake. 

And what, my friends, may I ask, will be 
the cause of this church being scattered ? Is it 
for any crime ? Is it for any disloyalty ? Is it 
because we have disturbed the public peace, or 
injured our neighbours ? No. Blessed be God, 
nothing of this kind has ever been alleged 
against us. But it is the same cause for which 
the first Christians were scattered, — for the 
truth's sake. That the ministers preach the 
truth; and that they, and the flock of Christ 
here assembled, love the truth, and desire, as 
the Lord enables them, " to walk in the truth:" 
this, though I enter not into particulars, is the 
teal cause of the dispersion of this congregation. 

In permitting this trial, then, and thus mak- 
ing you partakers of the sufiferings of Christ, 
the Lord, my beloved brethren, is putting upon 
you a very special honour, with which he has 
fconn6cted a rery special blessing. 

Ah! my dear friends, when I look back to 
the history of this church, I see it, on the one 
hand, like an intrenchment, against which Satan 
has been casting his fiery darts ; and on the 
other, like a tower, on which the Redeemer's 
ensign has constantly waved. For they who 



THE. CHRISTIAN COMFORTED. 15 

have assembled here, since the day the Lord 
first sent me to ministei* in this place, weU 
know how many temptations have come upon 
us. They also know how many of his honoured 
servants have here, on diflferent occasions, suc- 
cessfully declared the glorious Gospel of the 
Son of God. Think you, that the Lord would 
allow this ensign to be displaced, unless it was 
for , gaining a still greater victory ? No, my 
friends : the sufferings of the members are like 
thesuflferings oftheHead. When He *Miumbled 
himself, and became obedient unto death, even 
the death of the cross, Grod highly exalted him, 
and gave him a name which is above every 
name; that at the name of Jesus every kneq 
should bow, of things in heaven, and things iii 
earth, and things under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory rf God the Fajther." 

So, when the Christians of Jerusalem were 
scattered, a^d that firs* church was dissolved^ 
they became the heralds of salvation, to tbi^ 
Gentile world : their sufferings only ipcreasfQci 
their glory. And so shall yours. They shajl be 
like a signal to the Christian ministers and 
churches in thismetropolia: Cry more loudly— 
preach more faithfully— pray more fervently-— 
hear more attentively — act more zealously- 
live more devotedly. My brethren, this will 
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be aJs a signal for nel^ exertions. You will be 
aiDimating the churches. ' Tou will be doing far 
more good as scattered witnesses for your Lord, 
than ev^i, by his grace, you have been instru- 
Hiestal to perform by assembling together in 
his name. 

My beloved friends, it is now some years 
since, that, being about to leave you for Italy, 
i^r the restoration of my health, then very much 
impaired in your service, and not knowing a 
itep of my way, or whether I might be per- 
mitted again to see you, I addressed you from 
t^ese words, ** For me to live is Christ, and to 
J^ie is gain." When in Italy, I met with a few 
Ch^ristians, who, like myself, had, in pursuit of 
health, been brought from their different homes 
16 the city of Nice. But why did the Lord 
thus bring us to that eity ? That we might there 
lay the foundation of an English Protestant 
Church, in which many have since been brought 
to the knovrledge of the Saviour. Our sufferings 
'<H>nstrained us to go ; but the Lord has since 
«ade us to rejoice in those sufferings. They 
separated us for a season from our beloved friends ; 
but they were made to work for the praise and 
glory of hisgreat name. Before the end of anoAer 
-year^ by the kind providence of God, I returned 
■to you, preachingfrom that animating text, " Tliey 
sing^he song of Moses the servant t)f God, and 



the song of the Lamb." Our Lord had turoed 
our sorrow into joy, and brought us back with 
a song of praise to his name. And thus, 
my friends, it shall yet be. Jesus has said, 
" Blessed are they which are persecuted for 
righteousness sake; for theirs is the kingdom 
of heaven, " They are " partakers of the suf- 
ferings of Christ :" and when were any partakers 
of his sufferings without being sharers of his 
consolations ? Joseph was cast into prison for 
righteousness sake ; but " the Lord was with 
Joseph, and shewed him mercy." The three 
children were put into the fire for righteousness 
sake; but the Son of God was with them in 
the midst of the fire. St, Paul, for righteous- 
ness sake, was in the mouth of the lion ; but 
the Lord was with him, and stood by him, and 
delivered him. Be assured, my friends, we 
serve a Master who will not leave us in the time 
of trouble. The disciples may, through fear, 
flee from their Lord ; but never — no, never — 
will He forsake them. " In all their afflictions 
he was afflicted : in his love and in his pity 
he redeemed them : he bore them, and carried 
them ail the days of old." 

But this is only a part of the Apostle's en- 
couragement, lie adds, as a further ground 
for rejoicing, the hope of his appearing: "That, 
when his glory shall be revealed, ye may be 
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glad also with exceeding joy." Ah, my friends, 
a coming Saviour makes every trial light. Now, 
though he sits ** at the right hand of God," 
angels, authorities, and powers being made sub- 
ject imto him, still he is hidden from us. But, 
blessed be his name, it shall not always be 
thus: he has said, *' Behold, I come quickly. 
Surely I come quickly." 

And when He does come, what will be his 
glory ! Oh that the Spirit of God would re- 
veal to us some few of his bright rays ! When 
the martyr Stephen was dying, he looked sted- 
fastly into heaven, and saw the glory of God, 
and Jesus standing at his right hand. And is 
he not still visible to the eye of faith ? Is he 
not at this very moment in the midst of the 
throne, ten thousand times ten thousand bowing 
before him, and myriads waiting upon him? 
iTes, my beloved friends, he is. And soon 
shall he be with us. He shall give his orders 
to the heavenly host to attend his glorious 
train. ** The Son of man shall come in his 
glory, and all the holy angels with him." *'The 
trumpet shall sound ; " '' the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed : 
for this corruptible must put on incorruption, 
and this mortal must put on immortality." And 
then what will be our joy ! Ah! what will be 
our joy, when the King of glory, seated on his 
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throiie, shall sey with his awn Kps, ^'Cpaae, ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre* 
pared for you from the foui^tion of the world.'* 
For my sake you were put out of my earthly 
ccMirts : yow prayers smd your praises were 
stopped there : hut here is an everlasting nm^ 
sion fof you; here you shall go out no mme; 
here^ with all who are washed in my blood 
and covered w^ifh my righteousness, yoit shall 
uAceasinglly sing my praise. You shall ^t dowft 
at the marriage supper of the Lamb. You shaU 
bimger not more, nor thirst any more : there 
shall be no more crying, no more pain, no mete 
deatJir; but God himself shall wipe all tears 
from your eyess. 

Such, my Christian friends, or rather infinitely 
more glorious, will our joy be ; and, therefore, 
be not discouraged at our present trial. True, 
h is bard to part with those we love. True, it 
is grievous, yea, very grievous, to think of the 
lambs of the flock being scattered abroad ; to 
think that " our sun is going down at noon;" 
that His name shall cease to be honoured, and 
His praises to be sung in this house of prayer. 
But it is the will of God. He permits it ** who 
is too wise to err, and too good to be unkind." 
He orders it, who has given us his Son, who has 
called us by his grace, has promised never to 
leave nor forsake us, has opened to us the gate 
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of heaven, and assured us of a joyful resur- 
rection. Let us, then, quietly submit to his 
will. Let us entreat the Lord to grant us 
strength according to our day. Let us approach 
his table, that, receiving the emblems of his 
broken body and shed blood, his love may be 
brought with fresh power to our remembrance. 
There are many of his people who on this day 
are commemorating his death with joyful hymns ; 
but to you is this grace given, " to be counted 
worthy to suffer for his sake." Keep, then, your 
Lord in view. '*He was led like a lamb to the 
slaughter, and, like a sheep dumb before his 
shearers, he opened not his mouth." "For the 
joy that was set before him he endured the 
cross, and despised the shame ; and now is sat 
down at the right hand of God.'' 
» To this ever to be adored Saviour, in union 
with the Father and with the Holy Ghost, be 
ascribed eternal praise and glory now and for 
ever. Amen. 
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NOTE.-(p. 12.) 

The following particulars are given in proof of the statement 
in the foregoing discourse (page 12), and to manifest the 
Divine goodness. To God be all the praise. 

In November, 1812, a Sunday school was opened, into 
which eighteen hundred children have been received at 
different times ; and at the closing of the chapel nearly two 
hundred scholars were in attendance. The contributions to 
this school have exceeded 780/. 

Some Ladies of the congregation also established theRussell 
Day- School of Industry, for clothing and educating fdrty 
girls. This number was afterwards increased to sixty. Above 
four hundred children have been in this school, and a sum 
of above 1560/. raised. 

The Female Charity School of St. Pancras — a portion 
whereof had seats provided for them at Percy Chapel — has 
also been assisted by collection sermons, which have produced 
above 800/. 

These different schools have been publicly catechised on 
the first Sunday of the month, and a sermon particularly 
adapted to their capacities preached. 

In 1813 the Percy-Chapel Lying-in Charity was formed^ 
for poor married women ; who were attended at their own 
habitations, and visited by Ladies. Above fourteen hundred 
have received the benefit of this charity, at an expense of 
above 1150/. 

A District Society was also instituted, for visiting and re- 
lieving the sick and distressed poor at their own habitations, 
and especially to prevent the necessity of their applying for 
parochial aid. Above three thousand six hundred families 
have been visited, and more than 3460/. expended. 

The number of Communicants have increased from under 
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forty to above two hundred persons. The sacramental offerings, 
which were distributed to the poor of the parish of St. 
Pancras, by the Vicar, the Churchwardens, and the Minister 
of Percy Chapel, have risen from 45/., the sum collected in 
1812, to above 155/., the collection for 1827. The sacra- 
mental alms from 1813 to the close of the chapel has been 
nearly 1700/. 

In 1^13 an Association was formed in aid of the Church 
Missionary Society, which has sent a aum to that mstltulion 
exceeding 4650/. The contributions for last year were 
above ^201. 

In ljS22 aootJ>er Association was formed, in aid of |he 
Society for promoting CiKristianity among the Jewg. AtK>V(d 
600/. has been contributed in aid of its funds. 

During last year. Collection Sermons were preached in 
Rid of the following charities r — for the Russell-sqaare and 
Gieat Portland- Hfeet District Society, for visiting the sick 
and distreflsed^ioor at their own habitations ; for the Di^tre88!ed 
Manufacturers (a previous collection of above 266/. had been 
made for them in the preceding year); for the St. Pancras 
female Charity School ; for the St. Pancras National School ; 
for the Percy-Chapel Sunday School ; for the Russell Day- 
School of Industry ; for the London Hibernian Society ; for 
tjie Ladies* Hibernian Female-School Society; for the Irish 
Society (for instructing the natives through the medium of 
their vernacular tongue) ; for the Naval and Military Bible 
jSociety ; for the Church Missionary Society ; for Uie Society 
for promoting the Religious Principles of the Reformation ; and 
for the British and Foreign Bible Society. These Collections 
amounted to upwards of 750/. 



23 



SERMON 11. 

THE CHRISTIAN COUNSELLED AND THE SINNER 

WARNED. 



1 PETER iv. 17. 

For the time is come that judgment must begin at 
the house of God : and if itjirst begin at us, what 
shall the end be of them that obey not the gospel 
ofGodl 

In my discourse this morning I directed your 
attention to those consolatory words of St. 
Peter, '*Think itnbt strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some strange 
thing happened unto you: but rejoice, inas- 
much as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings ; 
that, when his glory shall be revealed, ye may 
be glad also with exceeding joy." From this 
encouraging text I endeavoured to strengthen 
your faith under your present trial, by the 
consideration, that, distressing as it is, it could 
not be considered as '' strange ;" and that there 
was this ground for joy, that it was for the 
truth's sake. 
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In the following verses St. Peter continues 
his consolation, by saying, *' If ye be reproached 
for the name of Christ, happy are ye ; for the 
Spirit of glory and of God resteth upon you 
On their part he is evil spoken of, but on your 
part he is glorified." After thus comforting his 
aflSicted brethren, in the w^ords of my text 
he states a very important fact, and accom- 
panies it with a truly momentous question. 
The fact is this, '* The time is come when judgment 
must begin at the house of GodJ^' The question 
founded upon it is, ''Ifit begin at us^ what shall 
the end be of them that obey not the gospel of God ?'' 

The term *' house of God," may have two 
meanings. It may refer to the literal temple 
of Jerusalem ; for by this name the temple is 
frequently called in the holy Scriptures; and 
the time was come that judgment must begin 
there : for, not long after this Epistle was writ- 
ten, Jerusalem was besieged, and the temple 
destroyed by fire. The term, " judgment be- 
ginning at the house of God," literally taken, 
therefore, may refer to this calamity. 

But this expression, *' house of God," is not 
only applied literally in the sacred writings : it 
has also a spiritual sense, and then is used as a 
name for the church and people of God. Thus 
St. Paul, in writing to the Hebrews, says, '' For 
every house is builded by some man ; but he 
that built all things is God. And Moses verily 
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was faithful in all his house, as a servant, for a 
testimony of those things which were to be 
spoken after ; but Christ as a Son over his own 
house ; whose house are we, if we hold fast 
the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope 
unto the end *." — " Whose house are we.'' You 
observe the expression : We^ the believers in the 
Lord Jesus Christ ; we, his professing people ; 
tve are his house. 

It is in this sense of the word, without ex- 
cluding the other, that the Apostle appears to 
use the expression. For, speaking to them as 
a part of such house, he says, " The time is 
come that judgment must begin at the house 
of God : and if it first begin at m, what shall 
the end be of them that obey not the Gospel of 
God ?" They, as ** scattered," *' strangers," 
through different countries, were already feeling 
these judgments, or fatherly chastenings— for 
this is the scriptural meaning of the word 
** judgments," when applied to the people of 
God. They are not those executions of Divine 
wrath which he pours out upon the finally im- 
penitent ; but they are fatherly corrections, by 
which he warns, instructs, and admonishes his 
children. You will see this distinction clearly 
marked in the 11 th chapter of the First Epistle 

* Heb. iii. 4 — 6. 
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to the Cofinthiaos. There, after referring to 
the unhallowed manner in which they partook 
of the Lord's Supper, the Apostle says, '' For 
this cause many are weak among you, and 
many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, 
we should not be judged. But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that we 
should not be condemned with the world *." If 
we judged or corrected ourselves, we should 
not be corrected by the Lord. But when we 
are corrected, we are chastened by him : his 
Fatherly hand is over us : it is in loving- kindness 
that he shews us our misdeeds ; that these pre- 
sent chastisements, leading to humiliation of 
heart and consequent repentance, we may 
escape the final condemnation of the wicked. 

It is of such Fatherly corrections that the 
Apostle in the text reminds his beloved 
brethren. In inspiring him thus to write, the 
Holy Spirit was making his consolations the 
faithful counsels of a friend, instead of the 
soothing palliatives of an enemy. It was the 
custom of the false prophets to ** heal the 
wound of the daughter of Zion slightly;" to 
cry ** Peace, peace, when there was no peace," 
By these soft words they took off the sufferers 
from *' hearing the rod, and who had appointed 

* I Cor. xi. 30—32. 
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it." But this faithful servant of the Lord, 
whilst he comforts his beloved brethren, gives 
them that instruction which would make their 
fiery trial a real blessing. Can I, then, my 
beloved friends, whilst using this Apostolic 
Epistle for your consolation — and may the Lord 
grant you this abundantly I — can I more profit- 
ablyclosetheday,thanbyconsider!ngTHisFAeT, 
and the question founded upon it, in connectioQ 
with our own circumstances? Oh that the 
Lord would graciously assist us, and so accom- 
pany our meditations by the influences of his 
Spirit, that we might each be able to say, ** I 
know, O Lord, that all thy judgments are 
right, and that thou in faithfulness hast afflicted 
me ! " 

First, Let us notice the fact : Judgment 
has begun at the house cf God. — This is a fact 
which there is no denying. The Lord is now 
bringing upon us, as a part of his house, one 
of the most severe trials which can happen to 
a congregation, — a present dispersion of its 
members ; even though he may afterwards re- 
collect them. Let us, then, inquire, Is there 
no cause for this ? 

Consider for a moment the state of sincere 
Christians in this metropolis. They are favour- 
ed with greater privileges than any Christians 
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in the known world. The Lord has, within these 
last thirty years, sent them ministers of various 
gifts, talents, and dispositions : ministers who, 
while they preached the truth, have been led 
into different paths ; some to convert, others to 
build up ; some to reason, others to alarm ; 
some to counsel, others to console ; some more 
practical, others more spiritual ; some more 
specially declaring the terrors of the Lord, others 
setting forth the privileges of the Gospel. Such 
a variety of his servants have been sent, that 
each professor of religion might find in this 
city a minister suited to his particular circum- 
stances, and calculated more especially for his 
edification. 

Whilst the Lord has thus sent his servants, 
he has placed his people in circumstances for 
receiving the benefit of their ministry. For, such 
is the facility of approach to any place of wor- 
ship, and so peculiarly free is each individual 
to worship God according to his conscience, 
without any restraint from his neighbour, that, 
except in particular cases of age or infirmity, 
there are very few who may not select that 
ministry which they find most edifying. 

In addition to this privilege, the Christians 
in this metropolis have the advantage of private 
religious society ; and that, such society as they 
may find most edifying. They are not as persons 
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resident in the country, who must take such 
associates as their neighbourhood affords, or 
have few or none : they may select here and 
there, as they meet with spiritual Christians. 
So they have the advantage of being at the 
fountain-head of religious information. The 
depositaries of all the Institutions are within 
their reach ; that, when they require the holy 
Scriptures, or religious books or tracts, they 
are all at hand. So great are their privileges 
in this city. The Lord might say, " What 
could have been done more for my vineyard 
than I have done for it? " 

Thus highly favoured, surely we must ac- 
knowledge that more might justly be expected 
from them than from others ; for " to whom 
much is given, of them much shall be required." 
But have these fruits been rendered ? Try this 
by the present circumstances of this great me- 
tropolis. What, my friends, is its spiritual state ? 
It contains nearly six hundred thousand per- 
sons who scarcely ever enter a place of worship. 
Every Sabbath morning there are published in 
it about seventy thousand Sunday journals. 
Buying and selling the common articles of life 
proceed in the most public manner ; and, what 
is worse, just at the very time that the public 
worship of God commences, intoxicated persons 
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^re turned into the streets^ as if to proclaim their 
wickedness. 

Now, what has been the conduct of the Chris- 
tians in this awfql state 1 Ha>fe they made wy 
▼igoro:us attempt to stop this torrent of wicked- 
neas ? Have tb^y united themselves into societies 
for the apif itual b^efit of their neighbours, that 
by union their influence might be more extensive? 
Ha^e they, with Christian meekness, as the 
stibjects of a Christian government, set before 
the great council ol Parliamrat the ika^tiQl^al ^ 
of this awful pa^afanation of the Sabbath of God ; 
the danger incurred of his j^ust indignation from 
receiving into the public treasury a revenue ob- 
taidObcd either by the uagodliaess or the immorality 
of the people ? Or, iff it was considered that their 
petitioning agamst thc^e national encours^e- 
ments to vice,, the lowering of the duties on ardent 
spirits and the stamping of Sunday journals, 
was an interference with the legislature which 
was not becoming Christiaais ; have they, like 
the first believers, with one accord made known 
their sorrows to their Heavenly Fatbfer ? H^^ve 
^hey " sighed and cried for the abominations 
that ate in the land ? " Have they, as followers 
of Him who *' came to seek and to save that 
which was lost," used any united ^orts ta in- 
struct these "^^^nnersagaistst their own souls/' to 
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acquaint them with their danger, and " to pluck 
them as brands from the burning ? " — No, alas ! 
they have not. There is, indeed, one small so- 
ciety for the suppression of vice, and there are 
some local charities for visiting the skk and 
educating the young ; but we shall in vain look, 
among the members of our Church, for active 
institutions whose object is the spiritual wel- 
fare of the dead mass of the ignorant and ungodly 
in this city. They have been satisfied to go to 
their respective churches, to hear for themselves 
the Gospel of Christ ; but for their neighbours 
they have, alas \ had little care. These might be 
seen intoxicated at noon-day ; they might be 
Sabbath breakers, profane swearers ; yea, they 
might be' going down ta the pit, without the 
professed children of God holding out a hand 
to help them ! 

Think of this sin in the church of Christ, this 
want of brotherly love, this indifference to the 
Divine bo«our. Think of it, I say ; and then 
ask if it be surprising that *' judgment should 
begin at the house of God ? " If the Lord should 
say to his people, ** I have given you pastojs 
after your own mind ; I have placed you where 
you may have delightful fellowship with your 
Christian brethren, and where every species of 
religious privilege is within your reach : and all 
this was done that you might " shew forth my 
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praise ;" that you might take pity upon those 
many thousands " who cannot discern be ween 
their right hand and their left;" that you might 
give to them of your abundance ; that, exercis- 
ing self-denial, and living more according to 
the simplicity of those who are professedly 
*' strangers and pilgrims," you might employ 
some part of your means at least in procuring 
fit persons to visit their private dwellings, and, 
with the permission of your spiritual rulers, in 
making provision for their public instruction : 
but, as you have forgotten my honour, and 
neglected my service, I will cut short your 
privileges ; T will begin to make " a famine in the 
land, not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for 
water, but of hearing the word of the Lord :" 
Surely we may say, that God would only deal 
justly with his people, did he bring them from 
their present fulness of bread to a scanty supply 
of spiritual food. Without, therefore, occupying 
further time with this inquiry, or considering 
any other causes for the Divine displeasure — 
though, alas ! these are not wanting — I would 
ask any conscientious person, if the slumbers 
of the Christians in this metropolis is not a 
sufficient cause why '* judgment should begin 
at the house of God ? " 

These are reasons which regard his people 
generally. But, my beloved friends, let us 



i 



COUNSEL AND WARNING. 33 

inquire if there be no cause why judgment 
should begin with us, as it respects ourselves. 
Known unto the Lord are the short-comings of 
each individual. Each one has to answer to 
God for his own sins^ and each household for 
their family sins. I trust that during my absence 
your prayer has been, *' Search me, O God, 
and try my heart, and see if there be any 
wicked way in me ;" that^ since we met in the 
former part of the summer, you have in secret 
acknowledged your individual short-comings, 
and have applied to the atoning blood of Christ 
for pardon: since individual unrepented sin 
may be among the causes of his chastening 
hand. 

But, leaving these inquiries for your private 
chamber, may we not say, that judgment has 
begun with us because the Lord, having in his 
gracious providence employed your Pastor to 
bring before a part of the church of Christ the 
subject of special prayer for the general out^ 
pouring of the Holy Spirit *, you, of all the 
churches, were to set the example of fervent 
prayer, and of consequent lively zeal and very 
special devotedness to the cause of God ? 

* See a small work on this subject, entitled ** Thoughts on 
the Importance of Special Prayer for the general Outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit,'' by the Rev. J. H. Stewart. Eighth 
edition. 

D 
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You know, my beloved brethren, how often, 
whilst preaching to you the Gospel of Christ, 
I have declared the absolute necessity of the 
gracious influence of the Holy Spirit to make 
the word effectual : how frequently I have 
besought your prayers for a larger measure 
of his grace : how I have entreated you to re- 
member this subject in your families ; to take 
also the example of Daniel, and, like him, to 
unite in private social prayer for this blessing 
with your intimate and confidential Christian 
friends : how often I have attempted to excite 
you to a higher standard of devotedness ; have 
reminded you of the remarkable times in which 
we live ; of the call there was upon you not to 
rest satisfied with an ordinary standard of reli- 
gion, but to be as those ** whose loins are girt, 
and their lights burning ; " ** like unto men that 
wait for their Lord." You know how many op- 
portunities for prayer have been afforded to you, 
and what privileges you have enjoyed. Had 
these entreaties made a deeper impression on 
this congregation ; had you been more fervent 
in prayer, more watchful against temptation, 
more decided in your Christian walk ; to what 
a height of piety might you not have risen ! 
You might have been as a pattern to the 
churches. 

May we not say then — I speak it with CbrisT 
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tian affection and real regard for your welfare — 
that, if the Lord begin with us, our not profiting 
naore by our privileges may have been, in part at 
least, the reason ? the more so, if we consider 
that whom the Lord loves he chastens ; and the 
more he loves them, the more he chastens them ; 
yet measuring his chastenings with paternal 
tenderness, ^' stilling the rough wind in the day 
of his east wind." And I cannot, my beloved 
friends, but deem his beginning with us a special 
proof of this tenderness. Those ** strangers " 
to whom St. Peter addressed this Epistle were 
scattered more early. They thus avoided those 
more grievous distresses which the other Chris- 
tians of Jerusalem endured. They who remain^- 
ed there afterwards, were commanded to flee to 
the mountains as soon a» they saw the abomi- 
nation of desolation stand where it should not. 
Not anioment's preparation was allowed them: 
** L©t him which is on the housertop not come 
down to take any thing out of his house ; neither 
let him which is in the field turn back to take 
h\^ clothes/' Just as they were they were tp 
flee for their lives ; subject to all the inclemencies 
of a winter s flight, and leaving behind them all 
that they possessed. But they who were scatter- 
ed in the first persecution were not thus hur- 
ried ! though severely tried, their distresses had 
many alleviations. And so, my beloved friends, 
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it is with us. By our present chastening the 
Lord is preparing us for evil times. He is wean- 
ing us from the world, by shewing us the vanity 
and uncertainty of the creature; and, by dissolv- 
ing our dearest spiritual ties, making us ready 
for whatever may be before us. For though, 
my friends, not desiring to forbode evil, I do 
not dwell upon the eventful times in which our 
lot is cast, still, when I see ''judgment beginning 
at the house of God," and when I learn from 
Scripture that, when the Lord is about to visit 
the ungodly, he first corrects his own children, 
I cannot but consider our present trial as a fa- 
therly warning ; as a call from the Lord to re- 
member his word, " Behold, I come as a thief: 
blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth his 
garments." Let, then, the fact of the Lord's 
chastening his house sink deeply into our hearts. 
It should not overwhelm us with over-much 
sorrow, but it should lead to abasement before 
God; to humiliation of heart; to confession of 
sin ; above all, to a renewed and earnest ap- 
plication for pardoning mercy through the aton- 
ing sacrifice of our great High Priest, and for 
the gracious influences of the Comforter to 
sanctify this afflictive dispensation. 

My beloved friends, we are yet in the hands 
of God. Although in his mysterious providence 
he removes us from this church, if, as his chil- 
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dren, we humble ourselves before him, he may 
provide another for us. We know that he is 
'* gracious, and full of compassion, and repenteth 
him of the evil." Oh, how encouraging are 
those words of the Prophet Jeremiah : " At 
what instant I shall speak concerning a nation 
and concerning a kingdom, to pluck up, and to 
pull down, and to destroy it ; if that nation, 
against whom I have pronounced, turn from 
their evil, I will repent of the evil that I thought 
to do unto them!" And will the Lord do this 
for a nation, and will he not be entreated for 
his own children ? Assuredly he will. His own 
gracious word says, *' Fear not, little flock ; it 
is your Father's good plejisure to give you the 
kingdom." ** If his children forsake my law, 
and walk not in my judgments; if they break 
my statutes, and keep not my commandments; 
then will I visit their transgressions with a rod, 
and their iniquities with stripes. Nevertheless, 
my loving kindness will I not utterly take from 
him, nor suffer my faithfulness to fail." 

Let me, then, particularly call upon you, my 
beloved brethren, not to think lightly of our 
trial ; not to lay the blame upon others ; not to 
look to second causes, but to consider it is the 
Lord who directs this chastening. He it is who 
causes judgment to begin with us. Oh ! may He, 
for his dear Son's sake, forgive whatever infir- 
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mities, sinful short-comings, or more grievotis^ 
transgressions, may have made this chastening 
necessary. May he withdraw hiis hand. May 
he sanctify this dispensation ; and so bless the 
trial, that, though no chastening for the present 
is joyous, but grievous, it may aftetward* yield 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness* to the 
praise and glory of his great name. " Remem*- 
ber us, O Lord, in our low estate ; for thy mercy 
endureth for ever." 

III. I ndw proceed briefly to consider thk 
QUESTION founded upon the fact stated by the 
Apostle — nfeithely, " If judgment begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them who obey tiot the 
Gospel of God?" 

The Apostle is here primarily referring to thoise 
unbelieving Jews, who, refusing to acknowledge 
our Lord Jesus as their Messiah, rejected those 
offers of mercy which the Apostles by his com- 
mandmade to them in theGospel. What free ofiterg 
and what large blessibgs they were ! With a love 
which surpasses knowledge, he directed repent- 
ance and remission of sins to be preached in his 
name among all nations, *' beginning at Je- 
rusalem ; "' — making the very place where he 
was crucified the first place where the blessings 
connected with his cross should be bestowed. 
O my friends, there is something which may 
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deeply affect the heart in the riches of the grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ. He surprises us with 
the excess of his bounty. He removes every 
obstacle, takes away every difficulty ; at once 
shuts up every excuse that sin, or ignorance, or 
unbelief might offer. His goodness is so large 
that none need despair. '* Whosoever will, let 
him come. Him that cometh I will in no wise 
cast out." 

These large offers the disobedient Jews in 
Jerusalem had rejected. And there is a great 
similarity between them and those unhappy 
persons in this neighbourhood who have hitherto 
stood out against the Gospel of God. These 
Jews were a part of the visible church : they, 
in their infancy, had received the rite of circum- 
cision, and had afterwards professed their belief 
in the Old-Testament Scriptures : when they 
were of riper years they were addressed by 
their own countrymen, who from those very 
Scriptures proved that Jesus of Nazareth was 
indeed the true Messiah. Their lot, also, was 
placed in those days when God was bearing a 
public testimony to his Son by the outpouring 
of his Spirit, turning the hearts of his very cru- 
cifiers to repentance, and to faith in him. 

In like manner, those among us who have 
disobeyed the Gospel are a part of the visible 
church. In their infancy they were admitted to 
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the sacrament of baptisni, and when of ripet* 
years they heard the truths of the Gospel 
proved from those holy Scriptures which they 
profess to believe. For, my friends, I can 
take you to record that to this Book I have 
constantly referred, and have exhorted the 
congregation to try in private, by the test of 
Scripture, the statements made to them in 
public : not to rest upon my word, but to 
examine the word of God for themselves. — 
Their lot has also fallen at a time when there 
has been a remarkable revival in religion. For 
all know that within these few years past, as it 
was in Jerusalem so it has been in this metro- 
polis, that some of the most unlikely characters 
have become truly devoted Christians. 

In these respects there is a great similarity be- 
tween the unbelieving Jews in the Apostle's days 
and the nominal Christians in our own. Both were 
members of the visible church ; both had the 
truth set before them from their own Scriptures ; 
and both lived in a day of remarkable religious 
light and privilege. The question, therefore, 
which the Apostle asks as to the unbelieving 
Jews, applies in full force to the unbelieving 
Christians: ** If judgment begin at the house 
of God, what shall the end be of them who 
obey not the Gospel of God?" The Lord is 
now beginning to chasten his own people : judg- 
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ment lights upon them who, with all their short- 
comings, are yet faithful to his cause, and desire 
to fear his name : what, then, will be the end of 
the disobedient ? 

The question seems to imply that the Apostle 
wanted language to express their misery ; and, 
indeed, if we refer to their history we shall 
find that the miseries the unhappy Jews then 
suffered were of the most terrible kind: and 
yet these were only the precursors of that still 
greater tribulation which after death awaited 
them. It was the anticipation of these awful 
calamities — calamities from which we pray 
God that you may be preserved— which brought 
tears from our compassionate Saviour, when he 
uttered that most affecting lamentation, " Oh, 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem; thou that killest the 
prophets, and stonest them which are sent 
unto thee, how often would I have gathered thy 
children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not! 
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 
For I say unto you, Ye shall not see me hence- 
forth, till ye shall say. Blessed is he that cometh 
in the name of the Lord." It is, my beloved 
Christian friends, a similar misery which awaits 
the disobedient among ourselves, remaining thus, 
which may well cause our tears to flow. For 
what, alas ! will their end be ? The word of 
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God, indeed, declares that they will feel a 
worm that never dies, a fire that will never be 
extinguished ; that the sraokc of their torment 
will rise up for ever and ever ! Awful as these 
words are, and appalling as the ideas they 
present to the mind, they are only as passing 
images, to that dreadful reality of being pu- 
nished with " everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord and the glory of his 
power." Oh, what will their end lie who thus 
suffer ! The knees shake, the hands tremble, 
the heart bleeds at the thought. 

When I think of the trial my dear flock 
will have to endure in their dispersion, it 
grieves my soul ; but when I reflect upon the 
end of my disobedient neighbours, it is al- 
most overwhelming : and therefore, my beloved 
friends and fellow- sinners, you who are con- 
scious that up to this hour you have diso- 
beyed the Gospel of God, do you lay to heart 
what I am now declaring. You know that I J 
have only had your good in view in all my in-* ■ 
structions. You know, that, if you or any otm 
your children, had been visited with sicknessj'T 
I was ready to come to yon ; and that, if then 
was any kind office in my power, I was na 
slow to perform itfor you. For sixteen years th<t 
Lord has sent me, going in and out among you.'| 
Now, as a last favour, I would implore you i 
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consider these words : " What will the end be 
of them that obey not the Gospel of God ? " 
What will be your end ? — your end, who for 
Sabbath after Sabbath, month after month, 
year after year, have heard the glad tidings of 
the Gospel, and yet have never been truly in- 
fluenced by them? Oh, apply this night to 
your Saviour. Give not sleep to your eyes, 
nor slumber to your eye-lids, till you have, with 
the earnestness of a dyifig man, applied to him 
for fiaercy. Ask the Lord to give you repent- 
ance : ask him to pardon your sins : ask him to 
change your hearts ; to give you his Holy 
Spirit; to make you a new creature. He 
is ready to answer your petitions. Yes: 
blessed be God I it is not yet too late. Judg- 
ment is beginning with us ; but it has not yet 
lighted upon you. You are still welcome to 
come. His word is> ** Turn ye, turn ye from 
your evil ways ; for why will ye die ? As I live, 
saith the Lord, I have tio pleasure in the death 
of the wicked. Seek the Lord, and ye shall 
live." Oh that he may incline your hearts to 
receive his words. Shut not your ears against 
them, lest that awful denunciation come upon 
you ; " Behold, ye despisers, and wonder and 
perish ; for I work a work in your days, a 
work which ye will in no wise believe, tiiough 
a man declare it unto you." (Acts xiii. 4.) 
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THE SlNNHl'S LAST OFFER, 



ISAIAH Iv. 6. 

Seek ye the Lord while he may be found: call ye 

upon him while he is near. 

When we met, my beloved Christian friends, 
on the morning of the last Sabbath, as it was 
our last opportunity of partaking together of 
the holy Communion, I then endeavoured to 
give you that consolation which our circum- 
stances so particularly required ; and, that it 
might prove really, useful, I accompanied it in 
the evening with some inquiries into the cause 
why judgment was beginning at the house of 
God, and especially with us ; and also with 
some remarks upon the question of the Apostle, 
" If it begin at us, what shall the end be of 
them that obey not the Gospel of God ? " I would 
humbly hope, in answer to your prayers, that the 
Lord has made these discourses profitable for 
the consolation of his people ; and that, by his 
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grace, the word addressed to the disobedient 
may have affected some who were then pre- 
sent. 

I trust, therefore, my beloved brethren, that 
we come to his house to-day reposing our con- 
fidence in the Lord, and with our spirits softened 
under a sense of our being at this time under 
his chastening hand; — that we come, therefore, 
with a special desire that God may be glorified 
by this dispensation ; that, though mysterious 
at the moment, we maybe cheerfully submissive, 
under the assurance that we are in his hands 
** who doeth all things well." When we think 
of his faithful people, my Christian brethren, 
though we feel the present chastening, we have 
the comfort to remember that ** our light afflic- 
tion is but for a moment ; " that ** nothing can 
separate us from the love of Christ;" that his 
sure word of promise still remains, " I will 
never leave, no, never forsake thee." With 
them, therefore, sorrow will only endure for a 
night : joy will come in the morning. When 
we meet around the throne, the tears shed at a 
temporary separation will be forgotten in the 
joy of an eternal re-union. Ah, my Christian 
friends, who can speak our joy in that day ! 

But our feelings are far different toward those 
who have not yet profited by the mercies of the 
Lord. For them the heart bleeds, under the 
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awful apprehension, that, when we part, it may 
be to part for ever. 

There is a very striking passage in the history 
of Noah, which our present circumstances bring 
to my mind. The Lord said to him, " Come 
thou, and all thy house, into the ark ; for yet 
seven days and I will cause it to rain upon the 
earth forty days and forty nights ; and every 
living substance that I have made will I destroy 
from off the face of the earth/' It conveys thi$ 
idea to the mind. That there was yet one more 
Sabbath given to an unthinking world. God 
had long sent his servant to them, as a preacher 
of righteousness, and they had turned a deaf 
ear to his warnings. But, such were the tender 
mercies of the Lord, such his unwillingness to 
execute judgment, that he would yet give one 
Sabbath more: "Yet seven day^..*. and every 
living substance that I have made will I destroy 
from off the face of the earth." What feelings 
would this preacher of righteousness have when 
he was delivering this last message ? 

My beloved Christian friends, it is vsrith such 
feelings I would wish this morning to address 
those who may not yet have entered into the 
ark. Let me, then^ have your earnest prayers 
that God would grant to us his special aid at 
ihis time ; that he would, for the sake of Je&us 
ist, strive with every thoughtless sinner 
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present, and so impress their hearts that they 
may indeed '' seek the Lord while he may be 
found, and call upon him while he is near." 
May the Comforter fill our souls, and enable us 
to speak and to hear as with this word sounding 
in our ears, ''Yet seven days, and I will destroy 
the earth ! ♦ " 

The chapter from which my text is taken 
is one of the most remarkable portions in the 
word of God ; one in which the Lord most freely 
offers the full blessings of the Gospel — presenting 
his invitation with the liberality of the God of 
all grace, and enforcing it with the kindness of 
a most judicious friend. It is so important, that, 
instead of dwelling only upon the verse J have 
read, I propose to set before you its priiicipal 
arguments. 

To enter into its spirit^ we must bear in mind 
the beautiful predictions which precede it. 
These contain the sufferings of Messiah, and 
his glory, and the glory of his church, as the 
result of these sufferings. " My servant shall 
deal prudently: he shall be exalted and extolled, 
and be very higL As many were astonished 
at thee ; his visage was so marred more than 

* This passage in the history of Noah was the more appli- 
cf^le, from the circumstuice that the change from the Old 
to the New Style gave one more Sabbath to Ae congnegation* 
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any man, and his form more than the sons of 

men; so shall he sprinkle many nations 

When thou shalt make his soul an offering for 
sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper 
in his hand. He shall see of the travail of his 
soul, and shall be satisfied : by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many ; for he 
shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I 
divide him a portion with the great, and he 
shall divide the spoil with the strong." — Here 
his glory is foretold. Then the blessedness of 
his church is set forth : " Sing, O barren, thou 
that didst not bear : break forth into singing, 
and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail with 
child : for more are the children of the desolate, 
than the children of the married wife, saith the 

Lord For a small moment have I forsaken 

thee, but with great mercies will I gather 

thee And all thy children shall be taught of 

the Lord ; and great shall be the peace of thy 

children No weapon that is formed against 

thee shall prosper ; and every tongue that shall 
rise against thee in judgment, thou shalt con- 
demn. This is the heritage of the servants oi 
the Lord, and their righteousness is of me, 
saith the Lord." 

Such is the predicted glory of Zion's King 
and of her favoured people. 




THE sinner's last OFFER. 49 

The Prophet, seemg this state of blessedness 
large enough for all the inhabitants of the earth, 
and earnestly desirous that every one might par- 
take in it — for this, my friends, is the essence 
of the Gospel, that it excludes none, that the 
Lord is willing to bestow his greatest mercies 
on the most undeserving — with an earnestness 
becoming such an occasion cries out, " Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters ; 
and he that hath no money : come ye, buy and 
eat ; yea, come, buy wine and milk, without 
money and without price." As if he should 
say. Let every child of Adam, who desires to 
be happy, come and partake of the rich bless- 
ings which are set forth in the Gospel of Christ ; 
blessings abundant as the waters, nourishing as 
milk, cheering as wine ; and so freely offered, 
and yet so secure, that they are as our own 
property, though given *' without money and 
without price." 

Whilst delivering this message, the Prophet 
appears to see that the multitude, seeking after 
happiness in other courses, were inattentive to 
his invitation. And this, alas ! has been the 
general treatment the Gospel has received. The 
carnal mind, *' being enmity against God," 
looks not to Him as the source of its felicity. 
Men naturally see the Lord only with a partial 
glance : either as a God so vindictive that he 

£ 
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delights in punishing his creatures ; or so re- 
gardless of their actions, and so remiss in 
relieving their sorrows, that he allows each to 
pursue his own course, without exercising his 
providential poweir to discountenance the wicked, 
or putting forth his goodness to comfort thfe 
miserable. Instead, therefore, of seeking feli- 
city from him, they seek it in the creature. 
The prophet sees this when he gives the 
invitation ; but as this is done, not like those 
who perform an act only as a duty, and who, 
having performed it, have satisfied their con- 
science, but from generous love, he still expos- 
tulates with the multitude : — *' Wherefore do ye 
spend your money for that which is not bread, 
and your labour for that which satisfieth not ? 
Hearken diligently unto me, and eat ye that 
which is good, and let your soul delight itself 
in fatness." As if he had said, You are spending 
your money in those pursuits which can never 
satisfy the soul ; for the spirit of rtian, being 
formed for the habitation of the infinitely blessed 
God, can never be filled with a mere creature i 
all creation is not large enough to occupy itd 
great desires. Wherefore do ye do this ? Are 
you not sentient beings ? Are you not immortal ? 
Did not the Lord originally form your first 
parents in his own image ; and is he not willing 
to restore you to this likeness ? Why, then, feed 
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upon these husks, when I offer you food which 
will fill your soul ? God, in his only begotten 
Son, is the portion of your cup. You may 
come and receive out of his fulness, and thus 
be as those who " delight themselves in 
fatness." 

To lead them more readily to attend to his 
expostulation, he repeats it with this gracious 
promise; '* Incline your ear, and come unto 
me ; bear, and your soul shall live : and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with you, even 
the sure mercies of David." Here he changes 
his mode of address, and, instead of speaking in 
his own name, addresses them in the person of 
the Lord. In doing this, he reveals the way in 
which happiness is to be ours ; ** Incline your 
ear, and come unto me." As man became 
miserable by inclining his ear to Satan, and 
going to him ; so it is only by leaving his deceits 
and returning to the Lord, that happiness can 
be restored. *' Incline your ear, and come unto 
ME :" pay attention to that which I have revealed. 
Come to Me : I am the Fountain of light and 
life : in me is all excellence, and that excellence 
communicative to my creatures. Come to we : 
I am '* the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 
gracious, long-5uffering, and abundant in good^ 
ness and truth ; keeping mercy for thousands ; 
forgiving iniquity, trans^ession, and sin." 

E 2 
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He adds to his counsel this gracious promise, 
** Hear, and your soul shall live." In this 
promise you observe, my friends, the true faculty 
of happiness declared, — spiritual life. When 
man departed from God, he lost this power. He 
retained animal life ; he retained to a certain 
extent intellectual life ; but spiritual life was 
gone from him. And this it is by which true 
happiness comes ; for it is by the exercise of 
spiritual life that God as a Spirit is enjoyed. 
We may take some pleasure in the creatures of 
God, as the animals take a certain degree pf 
pleasure in their food : we may rise to higher 
enjoyment, from the mind being able to admire 
the works of creation and providence : but it is 
reserved for the soul partaking of a Divine 
nature, to delight in the Lord ; to behold him 
as he is, ** a God o'er all complete ;" the God 
of love and mercy ; the God of faithfulness and 
truth ; the God of infinite compassion and 
perfect holiness ; the God and Father of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, reconciled to us by his bloody 
and offering to us in him the adoption of chil- 
dren ; to be partakers of his grace here, and 
hereafter to be partakers of endless glory. 

This sight can only be the consequence of 
spiritual life. Till our souls live, there can be 
no spiritual taste. Our hearts may, so to speak, 
be like the hearts of the entombed dead, which. 
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whilst putrefying, are yet the seat of living 
worms. We may have living pride, and living 
sensuality and ungodliness, dwelling in us ; whilst 
there is no more of spiritual life than there is of 
natural in a dead heart. He promises this, 
therefore, as the medium for true enjoyment ; 
** Hear, and your soul shall live:" and that 
this grace, so given, shall be continued ; ''And 
I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of David." Your 
union with Me shall not be like the union 
of the angels that sinned : they, after a season 
of the highest enjoyment, *' fell as lightning 
from heaven." Nor shall it be like the union 
between me and your first parents, which soon 
was broken off, and they cast out of Paradise. 
** I will make ^n everlasting covenant with you ; " 
a covenant containing the '^ sure mercies of 
David; " a covenant *' ordered in all things ;" 
having this among its engagements, '* I will 
never turn away from them to do them good, 
but Twill put my fear in their hearts, that they 
shall not depart from me*." 

The Prophet thus, in the name of the Lord, 
pleads with those who, at first from ignorance, 
disregarded his invitation, placing their happi- 
ness in the creature instead of the Creator; 

• Jer. xxxii. 40. 
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and who, when better informed, were still indis^ 
posed to listen from the fears of unbelief, deem^ 
ing the blessings offered too great to be so 
freely bestowed. And thus> indeed, my friends, 
reasoning abstractedly, we should suppose them 
to be. Who, for instance, would believe that 
a person coming into this church, who up to 
this very hour had been living in careless in- 
difference of God, neither fearing not loving 
him, but having his heart set upon the world, 
and, it may be, given up to its sinful courses ; 
that such a person, if he would incline his ear 
and come to the Lord, that his soul should live ; 
and that the Lord would make with him an 
everlasting covenant, even the sure mercies of 
David ? It might well seem too good news to 
be true. Would not you, my friend, coming td 
this place of worship as a casual passenger, or 
led hither by the report that this chapel was 
soon to be closed, or by some other temporary 
excitement ; would you not be ready to doubt 
whether such large blessings might be yours ? 
and yet such is the gracious declaration of 
God : '' Hear, and your soul shall live ;" nodiing 
shall prevent your enjoyment of the promise. 

To make us assured of this, in the following 
verses the Prophet says, '* Behold, I have given 
Him for a witness to the people, a leader and 
commander to the people. Behold, Thou shall 
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call a nation that thou knowest not, and nations 
that knew not thee shall run unto thee, because 
of the Lord thy God, and for the Holy One of 
Israel ; for he hath glorified thee." Here is the 
foundation upon which faith may rest for acts 
of individual goodness, that God has given his 
Son as a leader and commander to the people. 
This has been done in such a way, that there is 
no conceivable blessing, which man can require 
for his true happiness, but he may hope through 
the merits of his Saviour to receive. For, con- 
sider what tlie Lord has bestowed, when he gave 
Him as '' a leader and a commander." He gave 
Him '* in whom his soul ideiights ;" and he gave 
him as a sacrifice for sin, laying upon him our 
iniquities, and putting his soul to grief. As the 
Apostle says lof him, "' It became him for whom 
are all things, and by whom are all things, in 
bringing many sons unto glory, to make the 
Captain of their salvation perfect through sufFer- 
ii^gs." When we behold him so freely bestowed,, 
what is there we may not expect ? It is a great 
gift to bestow spiritual life upon a soul dead in 
trespasses and sins ; it is a great gift to grant 
to a siaaer the privileges of a son of God ; it 
is a .great gift to make with him an everlasting 
covenant, ordered in all things, and sure : but 
none of the$e acts .of grax^e are to be compared 
with His UNSPEAKABLE GIFT; his fuU and 
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overflowing bounty, when " He so loved the 
world as to give his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life." Here faith may take 
its stand, and say, " He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall he 
not with him also freely give us all things ? " 

This stand is made, if possible, yet more firm 
by the grace that this Leader has already mani- 
fested in those who have come to him. Consider 
the state of the Gentiles, as described in the 
first chapter of the Romans ; or the state of onr 
own ancestors, as declared in the page of his- 
tory. Into what gross idolatry were they sunk ! 
They were indeed, as Isaiah describes the Gea- 
, [tiles in the following verse : "A nation that thou 
iknewest not, and nations that knew not thee." 
And yet these nations, as the Prophet predicts, 
.'* run unto him." They who were afar otF have 
i.been brought nigh; and they who were living 
1 without hope, and without God in the world, 
J, are now fellow-citizens with the saints, and of 
, the household of God. 

Thus, the Prophet removes the ground of their 

,- unbelief by shewing the large mercies of God 

1 to them. He then proceeds, in the language of 

my text, to counsel them to embrace the present 

acceptable lime, the present day of salvation : 

"_Seekye the Lord while he may be found, call 
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ye upon him while he is near." In this sen- 
tence he would impress upon the mind this very 
important truth. That, whilst salvation is the 
free gift of God, there are seasons when it seems 
more easily obtainable ; and that it is our wis- 
dom to embrace these seasons. 

And here, without occupying your time with 
long proofs of this, I will only briefly refer you 
to the recorded facts of history. If we examine 
these facts, we shall observe seasons when 
God was to be found, which did not continue. 
Such was the season when Noah preached to 
the antediluvians. The Lord said, *' My Spirit 
shall not always strive with man, yet his days 
shall be a hundred and twenty years." During 
that period, the Lord employed Noah to preach 
his word, and to a certain extent accompanied 
that preaching with the strivings of his Spirit : 
the Lord for that period was nigh : no one, 
who had sought him, but would have found 
him. But then the Flood came, and drowned 
them all. — So in the period when the Lord 
sent Moses to Pharaoh. God directed Moses to 
warn Pharaoh and his servants ; and those who 
attended to the warning were preserved. — So in 
the night that the angels visited Sodom, and 
said to Lot, " Hast thou any besides ? Son-in- 
law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, and what- 
soever thou hast in the city, bring them out of 
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th^$ place, for we will destroy it." This was 
another season in which the Lord was near. Any 
of Lot's sons-in-law, who had profited by it, 
might have escaped ; but in the morning the 
wrath of God was poured out upon Sodom, and 
its inhabitants were all destroyed. — In the same 
manner, the Lord was for a season with the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem. For above thirty years 
after his ascension the Lord sent his servants, 
preaching his Gospel ; and they who received 
that Gospel were saved : but then Jerusalem was 
besieged, the Christian church was dispersed, 
and many, many thousands of the disobedient 
Hebrews finally perished. 

Thus, also, the Lord is still near, when by i>is 
word and ministers he is pleading with sinners. 
He is at this moment near to every one of us. 
His word is now in onr ears, and his Spirit, it 
may be, is now striving with our hearts. He is 
calling upon us to rem^m.ber the inhabitants of 
the old world, who were lost in the Flood ; to 
consider the citizens of Sodom, who refused 
the counsel of Lot ; the Egyptians, who hardened 
their Jhearts against the word of Moses ; and the 
perverse Jews, who rejected the Lord of glory. 
And with these facts set before us, he is say- 
ing to us, " Now is the accepted time, now i^ 
the day of salvation." He ims for several year,s 
sent his ministers- to you: they have in Jui^ 
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name made tbe fullest offers of his Gospel; but 
in his mysterious providence they are now about 
to be withdrawn, and with them he may with- 
draw the influence of his Spirit. Who can say 
that he will not act by those who are present, 
if they now reject his mercies, as he did with 
those to whom he sent this Prophet : " Go," said 
the Lord, " and tell this people. Hear ye indeed, 
but understand not; and see ye indeed, but per- 
ceive not." The word may he most clearly 
spoken, but you may not give ear unto it. Now, 
therefore, " seek the Lord, while he may be 
found ; call upon him, while he is near." ' 

•J I 
In conclusion, let me therefore earnestly im- 
plore you to profit by this counsel. I would 
thus implore the heads of families. I would 
say to you, as the Lord said to Noah, " Enter 
thou and thy household into the ark," You are 
the persons to whom God has given the charge 
of all under your roof. If you embrace the 
offers of his mercy, and shew your acceptance 
by professing his name in your family ; there 
manifesting your faith, and there exhibiting its 
fruits; your open profession and consistent con- 
duct may, by Divine grace, influence your house- 
hold ; your profiting by the Lord's goodness, 
may be not only your own salvation, but the 
salvation of your whole house. Think of your 
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responsibility as a parent. God has given you 
children, and said to you, when he gave them, 
Take them, and train them up for me. He has 
nowfor many years sent to you his ministers ; but, 
alas I hitherto you have disregarded their mes- 
sage. No repentance has marked your course ; 
no real application to your Saviour has yet ap- 
peared in your life. You r^n^ain to-day with 
your own sins unpardoned, and with the sins 
of your family, committed through your neg- 
lect, lying at your door. But still you are not 
beyond the reach of mercy. The Lord is npw 
ready to give life to your soul, and to make an 
everlasting covenant with you, even the sure 
mercies of David : only, as he says in the fol- 
lowing verse, *' Let the wicked forsake his way, 
ai^d the unrighteous man his thoughts ; apd Jet 
him return unto the Lord, and he vvill have 
mercy upon him ; and to our God, for he will 
abundantly pardon:" he will forgive, aU that 
is past. For ** his ways are not as your ways> 
neither his thoughts as your thoughts : for as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are 
my way&higher than your ways, and my thoughts 
than your thoughts, saith the Lord." 

And therefore let me entreat you to seek the 
Lord. Remember, if you reject this offer, your 
blood will be upon your own head : you wiU 
have nothing to say against Divine, justi^ 
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fulfilling the sentence of condemnation. But, as 
we admit the righteousness of God in destroy- 
ing those who would not enter into the ark, and 
those who still remained in Sodom, and those 
who perished in Jerusalem ; so all who hear of 
your conduct, will justify God ; will ask, What 
could God more have done, than to offer them 
present peace and eternal blessedness without 
money and without price ? 

And as to others who have not yet turned to 
the Lord, let me call upon them to bear in mind 
these plain but solemn truths ; That each has 
a soul which will live for ever ; — ^that each must 
die, and no one can say how soon ; — that each 
must stand at the judgment seat of Christ, to 
give account of the deeds done in the body, 
whether they be good or evil ; — that in that 
day eieich will have to account, not only for the 
triiths he has actually heard, but for those he 
might have heard. Each one, for instancei 
around this place of worship will hs^e to ac- 
count for all th^ faithful discourses delivered by 
the servants of God : why he profited not, if he 
heard them ; or why he heard them not, if hh 
was absent ? And in that day of account there 
will be no other way of standing before the 
Judge, than that provided in this chapter,— an 
application to that Saviour whose grace is 
Bibtitidant s(s the waters, and whose love is 
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nourishing as milk and cheering as wine. His 
word to-day, is, " Seek the Lord while he 
may be found, call upon him while he is near." 
Nothing need prevent you ; all is ready, God 
the Father is ready to receive you; Jesus 
Christ, his only begotten Son, is ready to pre- 
sent you ; the Holy Spirit is ready to renew 
and sanctify you. This is the important crisis 
in your destiny. Accept the offer, and eternal 
blessedness is your portion : reject it, and 
how will you escape eternal ruin ? Again ^ 
therefore, I repeat his gracious words: '* Let 
the wicked forsake his way, and the unrigh- 
teous man his thoughts ; and let him return unto 
the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him, 
and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
For my thoughts are not as your thoughts, 
neither are your ways my ways, saith the 
Lord." It would seem impossible to us that 
God could be so ready to forgive ; but thus it 
is : for ** as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts, saith the 
Lord." Oh that he may send his Spirit, and 
incline your heart to embrace the offer ! We 
can speak to the ear ; but Thou, blessed Lord, 
canst speak to the heart. Now, then, command 
the blessing : now, grant that the power of thy 
Gospel may be seen ; and that they who have 
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hitherto rejected thy mercy may this day be- 
come " partakers of the benefit," 

My dear friends and neighbours, I have men- 
tioned these things to you, that I may be " clear 
from your blood ; " *' for we watch for your 
souls, as those who must give an account," 
But I do it not for this cause only, but for the 
good- will and tender affection that I bear to- 
wards you. I know that I am speaking the 
truth ; I know that your eternal welfare is con- 
nected with your receiving this truth ; and, 
therefore, now that for the last time I am par- 
ticularly to address you, the earnest desire of 
my inmost soul is, that you may not hear in 
vain. God forbid that, like Esau, you should 
despise your birthright, and forfeit your eternal 
inheritance ! Let me, then, as one desiring 
your felicity, solemnly ask you what your pur- 
pose is? I say, let me ask you what your 
purpose is? Do you intend to proceed in that 
self-confident, or in that negligent spirit, which, 
alas! you have hitherto evidenced ? I trust not. 
I trust that you will consider your ways. — 
And you, my beloved Christian friends, I trust 
that you will beseech the Lord to bless his 
word. It is the last time that, in this place, 
you will have thus to pray for those to whom 
I am now speaking. — Think then, my neigh- 
bours, what God offers you ; free, boundless 
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mercy ; full and everlasting felicity ! His ser- 
vant is addressing you ; his people are praying 
for you ; his Spirit is striving with you. If 
you resist all these mercies, how hard, alas! 
must your heart be!. ** Be not proud, there- 
fore, for the Lord hath spoken. Give glory to 
the Lord your God, before he cause darkness, 
and before your feet stumble upon the dark 
mountains ; and while ye look for light he turn 
it into the shadow of death, and make it gross 
darkness. But if ye will not hear, my soul shq^l 
weep in secret places for your pride." 
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ISAIAH liii. 1. 

Who hath believed our report ? and to whom is the 

arm of the Lord revealed ? 

These words form a part of that remarkable 
prophecy to which I was referring this morning, 
wherein this eminent servant of God is setting 
forth ** the sufferings of Christ, and the glory 
that should follow.*' He had in many of the 
preceding chapters, from the fortieth to the 
fifty-second, been describing the different offices 
of the Redeemer, and the blessedness of his 
salvation : particularly, in the verses which im- 
mediately precede my text, he had given this 
magnificent view of him ; '* Behold, my servant 
shall deal prudently : he shall be exalted and 
extolled, and be very high. As many were 
astonished at thee ; his visage was so marred 
more than any man, and his form more than the 
sons of men ; so shall he sprinkle many na- 

F 
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tions: the kings shall shut their mouths at 
him : for that which had not been told them they 
shall see ; and that which they had not heard 
they shall consider." Here it is observable 
that he speaks both of the Saviour's exaltation 
and of his sufferings ; of his countenance being 
'' marred more than any^ man ;" and yet of his 
<< sprinkling many nations/' and bringing even 
kings to the obedience of faith. In the midst 
of these predictions the prophet stops to ask 
this most interesting question: '^ Who has 
believed our report ? and to whom is the arm of 
the Lord revealed ? " This text is applied to 
the Jews in our Lord's day by the Evangelist 
3.t. John ; and to the Gentiles by the Apostle 
Pauly when writing to the Romans : Prophets^ 
Evangelists, and Apostles all virtually puttidg 
the same question ; all describing the glories of 
the Lord Jesus, and the blessedness of his sal* 
vation ; and all inquiring '^ Who hath believed 
our report? and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed ? " i 

' The former and the latter part of this sen-^ 
tence express in different words nearly tbd 
same sentiment. It is an inquiry into the state 
of those who had heard the Gospel ; whether 
the tidings which had reached their ears had 
in truth affected their hearts ; — whether they 
were partakers of that precious faith wkkA 
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UDitM the sinner to the Saviour ; — whether he 
wfao' eommanded the light to shine out of dark- 
ness haui^ '' shined: into their hearts, to give 
tiiem the light of the knowledge of the glory of 
God in the face of Jesus Christ." 
:^ il have chostai these words, my beloved 
fdends, at this solemn period, that, like those 
andenk servants >of God, L might inquire who 
has really profited by the preaching of the 
Gospel in this church« As far as the grace of God 
haB enabled me, the great object of my ministry 
has been ta set before you this blessed Saviour ; 
to open^^to you^ your* need of his salvation, its 
freedom, fullness, and blessedness. As they 
who have receu^ed^the report will be the persons 
who mil have really profited by the goodness 
of) die Lord, havingaddressed myself this morn- 
ing, ito those who are without, I would speak 
this evening to those who, by profession at least, 
are within. Sjome such characters are often, in 
more danger than even the negligent sinner ; 
for, taking up a profession of religion, and hav- 
ing some slight semblance of the children of 
God,^ that which may affect the conscience of 
the sinnerqmsses by theny, under this sentiment, 
^This does, not belong to me : the minister is 
addressing the unconverted, and I am a believer 
in Christ.'- We find that there has very seldom 
been an assembly of Christians without some 

F 2 
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such deceivers. The little company of discipleis 
chosen by our Lord had a Judas ; the church 
of Jerusalem an Ananias and a Sapphira; the 
church of Samaria a Simon Magus; St. Paul 
met with a Demas, an Hymeneus and Phile- 
tus; the other Apostles also found those who 
only professed the truth, but did not really pos- 
sess it. Some of these characters had sonie of 
the appearances belonging to the Lord's disciples. 
Judas was oppressed by his sin ; Demas was a 
companion of St. Paul; Simon Magus was 
baptized. In such a state of things I could 
not deliver my own soul, nor properly warn the 
professor, nor indeed encourage the true Chris* 
tian, without mentioning some marks by which 
those who have believed the report may be 
known ; that the professor, seeing his error, may 
still apply for mercy, and the true Christian be 
established in his holy faith. May the Spirit 
of truth graciously assist us ! May he search 
and try our hearts, and see if there be any wick- 
ed way in us, and lead us in the way everlasting ! 

1 . The first mark I would notice of** receiving 
the report," or of '* the arm of the Lord being 
revealed," is asorrow for past sin. — I distinguish 
sorrow from terror, for this reason ; that I believfe 
there are sincere Christians who never have 
any, or very little, alarm as to their sins. For 
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in this respect God deals very variously. Some 
are brought to the knowledge of the truth by 
the storm and the whirlwind. The thunders of 
Mount Sinai sound in their ears ; they see the 
'/ blackness, and the darkness, and the tempest ;" 
or, to speak without a figure^ their sins, and the 
w^rath of God o^ a^cpunt of sin, are presented 
tp tl^eir mind^, and in. great agony and distress 
they pome, like the Jailor, tremblii^g, and saying, 
*f What must I do to be saved ? " But others 
6^4 ^he Refuge almost as $oon as they see their 
ganger, I.ike the Ethiopian, when coming from 
far in search of truth, they hear one " >yho 
preaches Jesus.'* At the same time that their 
sts^te under the Law is opened to them, they^ee 
theirS^viour; and hence, like this Ethiopian, 
instead of being overconie with terror^ they go 
" on their way rejoicing*." 
; I mention this distinctioi^, from having met 
with those w[liose fears arise principally from 
their having l^adso Jittle fear ; who think, that^ 
if they hpjd formerly been more terrified, they 
should now have more peace. But, blessed be 
God, this is by no means necessary. He is some- 
times so abundant in his love, as to salute the 
sinner at his first interview with these gracious 
ji¥ord9 ; : ** Son,^ be of good cheer : thy sios ar^ 



forgiven thee." But a sorrow for sin the Lord 
always produces^ in a greater, or less degree^ in 
every one who truly hears the report of the Sa- 
viour,: for a part of that report wiU consist in 
declaring the evil of sin, and the bitter pains he 
endured in making atonement for it. ,- 

£v«n under the Old Testament we. see .the 
penitent mourning for his; transgressions.. :Thu8 
the Prophet Jeiremiah speaks in the njame o£ the 
Lord : *M have surely heard JSphraim bemoan- 
ing himself thus : Thou hast chastised me» and 
I was chastised, as a bullock unaccu9ton^ to 
the yoke : turn thou me, and I shall be turned i 
for thou art the Lord my God. Surely^ after 
that 1. was turned, I repented; and after that! 
was instructed, I smote upon my thigh : I was 
ashamed, yea^ even confounded, because I did 
bear the reproach of i^y youth*." Here you 
observe the expressions . of sorrow; and, it is 
worthy of particular notice, that the expres- 
sions are more emphatic after he was turned' td 
God than they were before. . , 

So in the New Testament. In the instance 
recorded in the seventh chapter of St. Lukef's 
Gospel, although there does not appear any 
great terror upon her mind, it is said of the 
penitent, ^' she stood behind him weepingyanid 

* Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. 
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began to wash his feet with tears;" full of 
sorrow that she had ever sinned against so gra- 
cious a Saviour. So in the Corinthian church : 
the Apostle says to them^ " Now I rejoice, not 
that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed 

to repentance for godly sorrow worketh re- 

pentance to salvation, not to be repented of; 
but the sorrow of the world worketh death. 
For behold this self-same thing, that ye sor- 
rowfed after a godly sort, what carefulness it 
wrought in you, yea, what clearing of yourr 
selves, yea, what indignation, yea, what fear, 
yea, what vehement desire, yea, what zeal, 
yea, what revenge*." There may be different 
degrees of this grace, but there will certainly 
be some measure of it in every sincere Chris- 
tian. The natural feelings of some being 
stronger than others, and their affections more 
easily excited^ the outward accompaniment^ 
may be greater : deep sighs niay come from 
their hearts, or showers of tears may fall down 
their cheeks. These are only circumstantials : 
but with all, there will be sorrow for sin ; and 
this whatever their outws^rd expressions may be. 
Let pfte affectionat0ly inquire, my beloved 
friends, do you know apy thing of this sorrow ? 
Hasi the " report" made to you, of a Saviour 

♦2Cor.vii.9, 10, 11. 
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who was *' wounded for your transgressions 
and bruised for your iniquities/' affected yoi» 
heart? Does your secret chamber bear tes- 
timony to your grief for having' offended so 
kind a Father, for having negteotedtso gracious 
a Saviour; and for hiving resisted>the strivings 
of so kind a Comforter ? However correct yout 
life has been, yet you are aware you have failed 
in love; that seasons have occurred when you 
might have done more for him than you have 
done. Are these seasons viewed with concern ? 
Whilst you are continually confessing, that you 
have done the things you ought not to have 
done, and left undone the things you ought to 
have done ; is this acknowledgment the real 
feeling of your heart ? . . ; » 



. I 



2. The second mark I notice of a believing of 
this report is, that the believer is one who 
closes with the Saviour in his offers of meroyi 
— This act is very distinguishable from a mere 
acquaintance with the doctrines of the Gospeh 
There are some who take up religion in a theo-^ 
retical manner : they examine the plan which 
God has appointed in his word for our salva* 
tion ; they study it as they do a science ; and 
as a philosopher admires the wonders of erea** 
tion, so they are pleased with the moral har- 
mony of the Gospel : thus they become 
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approvers of the truths Others, again^ sys- 
tematically investigate the doctrines, andean 
cridcally distinguish all their different shades, 
and how far these shades enter into the compo- 
sition of a discourse. ; Otkers^ also, are pleased 
with the preacher : he is tQ them, like JSzekiel, 
ff as one who plays well upon an instrument :" the 
earnj^stness of his manner, the beauty of his 
figures, the elegance of his language, the in- 
genuity of his arguments, iexcite an interest. 
But none of these things are of themselves suffi- 
cient to constitute a sincere Christian. Much 
as a true believer admires the harmony of Di- 
viaie truth, earnestly as he may contend for 
the faith once delivered to the saints, or 
thankful as he may be for the gifts the Lord 
bestows on his servants, he stops not here: 
he applies to the Saviour, and closes with the 
offer which he makes. He knows it is neither 
the doctrine nor the preacher, but Christ 
AJLONE, who can secure his salvation. He 
therefore comes to him; or, to make this plain, 
by an act of reliance, expressed by prayer, he 
casts his soul upon the Lord Jesus, and pleads 
in his name the promises of his word. 

Thus, for instance : does he see in the holy 
Scriptures such a promise as this, '' Him that 
Cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out ;" or 
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such a direction as the one mentioned in the 
discourse this morning, ^' Incline your ear, and 
come unto me : hear, and your soul shall live ; 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with 
you, even the sure mercies of David?" These 
promises h^ takes to the Saviour, and, notwith- 
standing any imagined goodness that .he at one 
time thought he possessed, or any real un- 
worthinesfs he now perceives, he pleads in secret 
for their fulfilment. * Here, Lord, I come to thee ; 
I trust my soul in thy hands; oh let me not 
Ve cast out! may I find thy promise fulfilled ! 
mnj^e with me this everlasting covenant ; grant 
to me these sure mercies Of David ;' thus em- 
bracing the ofiFers by a cordial acceptance. ' . 
This closing with the promises of the Gospel 
yQu will find to be the constant maxk of those 
to whom the Lord was revealed. Thus did 
St. Peter direct those who lyere ** pricked to 
the heart," to ** repent an,d he baptized every 
oae of you> in. the name of the iiord Jei^us, for 
the remission of sins, and you shall receive this 
Holy Gho^t." They, it is said, " who gladly 
received the; word/' immediately attended to 
the invitation ; they immediately professed their 
faith in < the . Lord Jesus, and received himT as 
their Saviour. So we find with Lydia, an^ the 
Jailor ; they both closed with the offers of the 
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4ipostle Paul *. On tfce oth^r hand, we per- 
ceiye. some who were greatly alarmed, hut who, 
nevertheless, did not accept the invitation: 
among others, Simon Magus, who, when directed 
to iSeek forgiveness of th& Lord, though terrified 
by the words o£«Beter, made no application fer 
llfffdon..,/ ^ ,. 

I H^e, therefore, pernGut me again toinquire^ 
If 9 you l^Bow any thing of this closing with the 
o^ers of mercy in the Gospel ? can your secret 
tJ^ughts or your chamber bear testimony to 
tbis> tha4:,. though you liave not the delight and 
joy, in religion which some may have, yet you 
baye^^a^t your soul upon the Lord Jesus Christ? 
that, you b^ve inse^ret^ under a sense <of sin 
PIT, unwqrthiness, entreated him to be your 
Redeepier f have earnestly prayed that hie might 
be " ma4e of Qq4 «ui^to you wisdom, righteous- 
ness, oapctification, and redemption ? f ^ - « 

^. :A thitdinaEfc Iwouki mention, of having 
tody beUeved Ae report, is a weto oftkepreciott^-^ 
nfissqfthe'Lord Jems.^-^The idea of the being of 
a God, is almost as essential a property of man 
as it is to breathe. It is only by a great effort 
of folly and wickedness that the mind can say, 
Mrith the fool^ ** There is no God.": This idea, 

•■■..■-•■•»■ 
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however, of a Supreme Being, includes only that 
of Creator and creature, Giver and receiver, in 
the abstract. It requires the " report to be 
believed,*' and *' the arm of the Lord to be 
revealed," to know the Saviour as the one 
Mediator between God and man. But when 
he is thus known, ** he is precious ;" his cxccIt 
lencies are more and n^ore m^de manifest. '^ All 
my springs are in thee," says the Psalmist. It 
ii$ not only in his grand offices of Redeemer and 
Iptercessor, that he is trusted; but be is the 
believer's all: his religion is the religion of 
Christ Jesus : the soul turns to him like the 
Uj^edle to the magnet. It is the merit of his 
bipod, t^e riches of his grace, the arm of his 
power, the fulness that is treasured up in him^ 
that the Christian seeks : He is hi^ lightly his 
life, his strength, his food; the bread of life 
to satisfy his hunger, and the fountain of living 
waters to relieve his thirst. . It is to Him he 
qomeSi in eyery trial, as that/* hf4ipg"P^ce" 
which is " a refuge from the stprn^, a shadpw 
from the heat ; when the blast of the terrible ones 
is as a storm against the wall *." *' It is under 
his shadow he sits down, and fi^ds his fruit 
sweet to his taste." It is his example he follows^ 
and his image he desires. His Saviour is ^un4 
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lip with every hope, and every joy : ** Whom 
have I in heaven but thee ! and there is none 
upon earth that I desire in comparison of thee/' 
This is another mark of having the Lord 
revealed. Let me here again inquire if this be 
your experience. It is possible, my friends, to 
understand this theoretically ; but there is as 
gpreat a difference between one who professes 
this, and one who really believes, as there would 
be in writing a prescription for a disease, and 
taking the prescription ourselves. The Lord 
Jesus is actually precious ; he is used as a friend, 
a guide, a rock, an overflowing fountain, from 
whose inexhaustible fulness the believer con- 
tinually draws. Often as he has heard of him, and 
frequently as he has applied to him ; still, like 
the bread which is his daily nourishment, the 
Saviour is the staff of life to his soul : " the life 
which he lives in the flesh, he lives by the faith 
of the Son of God." Examine yourself here, 
my beloved friend, and see if to you the arm of 
the Lord has been thus revealed. 

4. Consequent upon this, and in union with it, 
I would mention, as a fourth mark of truly be- 
lieving the report, a desire for the comforting 
influences of the Holy Spirit, and especially for 
Us sanctifying grace. — When our Saviour was 
about to leave his disciples, this was his de- 
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claradon, ^' He that Ibveth ine» sKall be leved 
of my FatbefT ; and! I will love bim, and will 
mamifest myself to him ^.*' What be means b^y 
ibis, be thus explains : *' If a mart love tne, he will 
keep my words, and my Father will love him, 
and we will come unto him, and make our abode 
with hrm." Thesie coilsolations are in -«$Bae^ 
measure like cheerfulness in the natural spia^its : 
they differ in this, that cheerfulness' of spirits 
proceeds mostly from the bealth ^ the- b6dy,i 
but this state from the gracious influeneesi^f t4ye* 
Comforter* • •' • ■-. • s ;■,:•. < .- •: ^. ..•■v.i.;->-b,^.i k 

These bonsolatl^ons vary in dilfeo^emt ^hrisM^ 
tians, and in the same persori at different tinitoi 
some are mostly mourners in 'Zionjotber^bave' 
a frequent return of day and night ; ^and othem> 
with small interruptions, have constant peace and 
rest in their souls. '' But hdwever varied in* their 
degree, they are the desire of the sincere folio wers^ 
of the Lord. Davids' when be bad for a' season- 
lost them, fervently prays, '' Restore unto m^ 
the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me wtth^ 
thy free Spirit." He knew that there was no* 
pleasure equal to that which God can Qommuni-- 
cate, and no joy equal to his joy. 

But although they seek for these comforts, 
much more do they desire the sanctifying grace 

• Joha xiv. 21. 
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of God.— Pleasing feelings the mere prdfesscrr 
may covet, but it is real grace for which thii 
Christian pants : he desires a more lively faith» 
a more humble heart, a niore sanctified temper, 
a more devoted life. . The few steps he has 
advanced* seem few indeed ; he forgets, in this 
respect, what he is, and thinks only of what, he 
ought to be. This is so frequent a mari;, that 
it i^ unnecessary to refer to instances: the 
prayers of the Psalms, and the exhortations of 
the Epistles, alike shew the experience of the 
servants of God : they prove their earnest desire 
to make further advances in religion. ''Not 
as though I l^ietd already att^inedj either were^ 
already perfect ; bat. * . . J prea^s to ward the mark^ 
for the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus*/! 

i\gain, therefore, allow mi& to inquire whether 
si|ch are your desires. There are doubtless 
different stages in the Christian's; lif<^, and> 
differeptt seasons in his e?tperience; nonei^ 
however, '* who h^^e tasted that th^e Lordi$- 
gracious," but will be desirous of richer and 
fuller su pplies . As those who have been blessed , 
with strong and vigorous health, when languor 
or siiikness comes, isensibly perceive the differ- 

* Phil. ni. 12. 
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ence, and desire to be restored to their former 
health and spirits ; so they who have enjoyed the 
light of God's countenance, when they are for a 
season deprived of this blessing, long for its 
return. Is this your experience ? When others 
are saying, " Who will shew us any good ! " is 
it your prayer, ** Lord, lift thou up the light 
of thy countenance upon me ?" When others, 
again, are only seeking for safety, are you 
pressing after Divine conformity? Examine 
yourselves, my beloved friends, here. 

It has been the desire of my heart, so to 
preach his word that the Lord Jesus might be 
seen in his true character, as a complete Saviour ; 
having in him a perfect righteousness ; having 
also the fulness of the Spirit ; his blood recon- 
ciling God to us, and his grace, communicated 
by the Comforter, reconciling us to God. Has 
he been thus received ? Great is the facility of 
making a profession of religion, in the present 
day. Our societies giving admission to those 
who support the cause by their purse and by 
their influence ; our open communion rejecting 
none but the notoriously wicked ; it is most 
easy to deceive others, and to deceive ourselves ; 
but the truth remains the same : the people of 
God are *' a redeemed people," *' a peculiar 
people." They are they who, while chosen by 
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the grace of the Father, and sprinkled by the 
blood of the Son, are ** sanctified by the Spirit 
unto obedience.'* 

Oh then, my friends^ let me request you not 
to deceive yourselves. As long as the Lord in 
his providence placed me as your pastor, I have 
not ceased to mark the distinction betvi^een 
those who only profess his name, and those 
who have truly believed his report. I would 
humlbly hope that the Lord has blessed his word 
among you, and that to many of those now 
present the Saviour has been revealed. If, 
tipon comparing your experience with the Holy 
Scriptures, you feel it to be thus with you, 
adore the grace which has granted you this 
blessing ; but if you are in any doubt, suffer it 
not to remain. When I read the latter Epistles 
of St. Paill, and the general ones of St, Peter and 
of St. John, I see how earnest those servants 
of God were in pressing upon theiir brethren 
the importance of aiming to attain that standard 
which by Divine grace would assure them of an 
abundant entrance' into the heavenly kingdom. 
It is a great consolation, that the Weakest faith 
unites to the Saviour} that " He will not break 
the bruised teed,'nor quench the smoaking flax;" 
but still, my fritods, this is not the faith with 
which we shotAd be satisfied. When the provi- 
dence of God is permitting the moral death of 

G 
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this church, the membcFs should view it so far 
like their own dissolution, as to inquire. Am I 
ready to meet the Lord ? As I am only to have 
one more Sabbath in this church, should I be 
ready, when that day shall end, to enter upon 
an eternal sabbath ? 

Who then, I ask again, '• has believed our 
report, and to whom is the arm of the Lord 
revealed ? " Oh think of your danger, if, after 
a long attendance upon the preaching of ithe 
Gospel, after having professed* the Bame^.of 
Christ, going in and out among his people, 
and^meeting them at bis table, it should at. last 
Q.ppear you have never ia truth received the 
^^aviour! . ,: i ? .:. 

:>« Wiell do I remember preaching, in the >early 
part of my ministryi from those words of our 
-Lord^ ^^ The strong man armed keepeth his 
goods in peace^'' I mentioned in that discourse^ 
:thatit might be possible that some sucb^^har 
traoter might then be present; one who* little 
thought that he was in Satan's keeping, ; but 
who, deceived by the form of godliness, might 
under this form be kept in peace by this artful 
enemy. It so happened, that a person was pre- 
sent who for years had been going from one 
faithful minister to another ; now attending at 
this church, and then at that ; who, convicted 
by the grace of the Spirit, said within himself* 
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* I am that person ! With all my outward at- 
tendance at the house of God, I have never 
in sincerity given up my heart to my Saviour/ 
That day was a memorable day in that person's 
life ; for from that time a change was manifest 
in his spirit ; so that one who was before re- 
marked for pride and petulancy, was afterwards 
known for meekness of spirit. Oh that the 
Lord would put the same honour upon his 
word this evening ! and if there be any one 
individual here present, of whom it maybe said 
"the strong man armed keepeth his goods in 
peace," that a Stronger than he may this night 
deliver him ! that, pouring out his heart to God 
in humble supplication, he may say, with David, 
^' Have mercy upon me, O Lord, according to 
thy loving kindness : according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my trans- 
gressions. Wash me thoroughly from mine 
iniquity; and cleanse m^ f rom my sin. Create 
iti lie a clean heartj O God ; und renew a right 
spiritwithia me.'* 
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SERMON V. 



THE pastor's final CHARGE. 



PHIIi.iv. !• 

Thercf^re^ my brethren^ dearly beloved and longed 
for^ . ^yj^y ^^ croum^ ^ stand fast in the Lord, 
my dearly beloved. 



■ ) . . 5 



F,oB stre^gtheaing our faith and increasing our 
patience under any trials it is very important to 
b.ear^ \^ mind. t}|e various modes in which God 
delivers his people. Giaving made to them this 
gracious promise, 'V Pali upon me in the day 
of trouble : I will deliver thee, and thou ^alt 
glqrifyme*;". this promise he will most as- 
suredly fulfil. In doing this, however, the Lord 
acts variously. For, his reasons for bringing his 
people into trials being different, and the pur- 
poses to be answered by them being also dif- 
ferent, were his deliverances all to come in the 
same form, they would not answer the design 
he has in view. 

* Psalm ]. 15. 
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Sometimes, as soon as tribulation arises, or 
before it has actually taken place, he hears the 
cry of his children and preserves them from the 
danger. Such was the deliverance to which 
David refers in the thirty-fourth Psalm, when 
he says, " O magnify the Lord with me, and 
let us exalt his name together. I sought the 
Lord, and he heard me, and delivered me from 
all my fears." The dark cloud that appeared 
in sight he made immediately to pass away. 

Sometimes he delivers while continuing the 
trial, by imparting such consolations that it thus 
becomes a privilege instead of an evil. Thus 
it was in St. Paul's trial of the thorn in the 
flesh. So abundant was the grace given to him, 
that he said, " Most gladly therefore will I 
rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of 
Christ may rest upon me*." 

A third mode in which he delivers, is by 
allowing the trial to goits whole length, and then 
coming in by his power and grace ; thus more 
clearly manifesting himself than if he had 
afforded aid at an earlier season. Such was the 
affecting death of Lazarus. The Lord, instead 
of healing him, when his sisters sent to inform 
him of his illness, abode two days still in the 
same place where he was. He allowed the 
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malady to take its course, yea, actually permit- 
ted his death and burial ; but then he appeared. 
For, the purpose he had in view**- the shewing' 
his Almighty power iii re-uniting the spirit to 
the tabernacle it had left — ^could only be accom- 
plished by the actual death of Lazarus. After 
this had occurred, his disciples saw his wo#d 
fulfilled : '* This sickness is not unto death, but 
for the glory of God, that the Son of God may 
be glorified thereby*.'' 

1 have mentioned these different dealings of the 
Lord, my beloved friends, the better to prepare 
you for the trial which is, by Divine permis- 
sion, now to take its Course as to this congre- 
gation. We, like the sisters of Lazarus, ap- 
plied in the early days of our tribulation to bur 
blessed Lord ; but, instead of sending immie- 
diate succour, he allows us to come to the last 
extremity. When another sun shall have gone 
down, it will be said of this church, as some 
years ago it was declared of one of its members, 
*' Our friend Lazarus sleepeth." But though 
this, my beloved friends, shall be said, do not 
let our faith waver on this account. The Lord 
has something to accomplish, which makes this 
painful event needful, and without which his 
design cannot be so effectually fulfilled. Before 

* John xi. i. 
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the body of Lazarus could be raised from th^ 
grave, it must be carried thither : but thither 
the Saviour followed it : by His almighty powe? 
raising Lazarus from the tomb, he dried the 
tears of his weeping sisters, and caused many 
of the spectators to believe in his name. That 
Saviour is still the same : he can re-assemblQ 
the members of this church, who, even in their 
scattered state, will, we trust, he bound together 
by a far stronger cord than united the members 
of the dead body of Lazarus. ^Nothing is im- 
possible to God : if it be for his glory and for 
our good, he will bring it to pass ; and if other- 
wise, surely we shall not desire it 

On this day, then, my beloved friends, in 
winch we are for the last time to assepli^e 
together as a congregation, I would npt thf^t 
we came in a depressed spirit, but with that joy 
in death which the noartyrs have som^t^mes 
had, when, praying for their persecutqrs, they 
have rejoiced with joy unspeakable and fuU of 
glory. Instead, therefore, of taking some pas- 
sage of Scripture which might have led to 
teari^, I bring before you the striking sentence 
of the Apostle : " My brethren dearly beloved 
and longed for, my joy and crown, scMstand fast 
in the Lord, my dearly beloved." 

You observe in these words a very concise 
but most important charge, given in a most 
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affectionate spirit. Let us then, first, con- 
sider THE CHARGE, and then apply it to 
OURSELVES. May the Comforter grant us a 
measure of the same spirit in whiph: it was 
written, that it may be impressed upon our 
hearts and be manifest in; our live^,. for Jeisus 
Christ's sake i 

Let us then, first, consider the charge : 
•r So stapd fast in the Lord." 

; This expreiJsion, like many other of the 
Apogtle's, is metaphorical. It is taken from that 
effprt of the body which is used to keep the feet 
firm when in a desirable posture. Staiid fast- 
keep firmr— let nothing move you, It; was a 
metaphor very appropriate to use to the 
PhiHppians. In their city the ancient games 
were delebrated, and one of these games was 
wrestling ; a game, the grand art of which, as 
I scarcely need mention, very much consists in 
keeping the feet ; or in. standing firm when the 
antagonist is striving, tp throw you. He says, 
" Stand fast in the Lord.;" or. Let nothing shake 
your faith in the Saviour ; let it be firm— fixed — 
stabli&hfed in him. 

. But the peculiar force of this charge is 
bound up in the little particle SO : 'VfSb stand 
fast in the Lord :*' for this connects it witUt^e 
preceding chapter ; in. which, while ^he^Apostle 
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cautions them against different deceivers, or 
false professors, he states his own experience. 
In doing this, he most strikingly unfolds what 
is con^prehended in the expression ^^ so stand fast 
in the Lord :" for here, with the wisdom of one 
who had long contended for the prize, he states 
both his principles and his conduct. He opens 
the chapter with a delightful and very engaging 
precept, — ** Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord ;" — a precept which he afterwards repeats 
with increased energy : " Rejoice in the Lord 
alway : and again I say. Rejoice." As if he 
would declare to the sincere followers of Christ, 
that such were their exalted privileges, that no 
present circumstances need deprive them of 
their happiness ;-^that, having heard the glad 
tidings, *' unto you is born a Saviour, which 
is Christ the Lord ; " having been made par- 
takers of this salvation ; joy was their proper 
element — a joy not in themselves, but ** in the 
Lord ;'V in his glorious person, and in his com- 
plete salvation. 

After eheerilig them with this precept, he 
mentions his general sentiment as to our blessed 
Saviour :atid oh, my friends, what a sentiment 
it is!-^a sentiftient which has tnore of the 
essence of the Gospel than is to be found in 
many volumes. " What things were gain to 
me, those 1 counted loss for Christ: yea. 
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doubtless, and I count all things but loss, for 
the excellency of ihe knowledge of Christ Jesus 
my Lord: for whom I have suffi^red the loss 
of all things^ and do count them but dung^ that 
I may win Christ.*" He had atone time valued 
himself upon hii^ natural descent, ab. a<child.of 
Abraham; and upon his ireligious observances : 
that he was ^' circumcised ^ the eightii day^^^ 
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of BenjaoMtn^ ^n 
Hebrew of the Hebnewa; as touching the law* 
a Pharisee; concerning zeaU ' per6ecutkig> rtbe 
church ; touching the righteousness which is.ia 
the law, blameless ;" but, now that he was» eiM 
lightened by the grace of God> he saw that oU 
these things were but as dross, compared with 
**ythe? excellency of the knowledge of-Cbrisit 
Jesu& my Lord/' . : r 

.Mark, my friendis, this vrotd, the esceUency oi 
the knowledge of Christ. How appropriate an 
expression 1 For, take it in comparisoo with all 
other knowledge, and how far does it surpass 
it ! The highest knowledge that the men of this 
world possess, is earthly; but. here is a know- 
ledge of Him who is God and man in one Christ ; 
the Anointed of God; the Prophet, Priest, and 
King of his church ; but especially *^ the Jesus," 
or the Saviour of sinners ; Jehovah the Saviour; 
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the co-equal Son of the Father ; " who thought 
it not robbery to be equal with God," and yet 
" took upon himself the form of a servant, and 
was made in the likeness of men." Oh, bow 
superior is this knowledge ! It g'ives to the 
possessor that which no star can discover, and 
which even the sun, with all its brilliancy, has 
not sufRcietit light to declare. It manifests how 
man may be just with God ; how a sinner may 
be forgiven, while sin is abhorred ; how he may 
be turned from darkness to light; how, amidst 
conflicting temptations, he may be preserved from 
his enemies ; how, encompassed with a body of 
sin, be may yet live to the praise of the Lord ; 
how the sting of death is removed ; and how he 
may rise from the grave to life and immortality. 
This, and far, far more than this, is included in 
the knowledge of Christ. May we, my beloved 
friends, possess more and more of this know- 
ledge; that experiencing something of its e.r- 
ceUency, possessed of this pearl of great price, 
we may, like the Apostle, count all things but 
dross for this divine attainment! 'ur, 



This is his general sentiment ; but he comes 
more particularly to shew what is compre- 
hended in the expression, " So stand fast in 
the Lord." 

First, stand fast in him as the ground of ac- 
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(xptance with Gad; or, as he (Strikingly expresses 
it, '^ that I may be found in hitn, not haTing 
mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but' 
the righteousne^ which i& of Ood by failii."^~ 
Here^he declares, thajb^^ in the prospect of stand'' 
ing before the Judge of all^ or apprbiachin^ the 
Lord as a reconciled Father,, be laid aside all 
expectation from any obedience of hisiOwn^iT^ 
for this is legal righteousness, to put iiis trust 
in which would be like 2{^cing this feet oaBom^ 
slippery substance^ instead of planting i^eni on 
firm ground* For, my fniends^ what would dur 
alms, our prayers, our best righteoumessesi l>e, 
if they were ta be our standing'^ place before the 
Lopd-rthat is to say ^< to be our ground of reli-* 
anc^Cj? Surely, most slippery; we should ^fidi 
imnaediia^y; for what firmness <;an them he iib^ 
an aUsiLS, : or a prayer, or a righteowness ^xed 
with^mpj f*s all oars, alas ! are ? BUt tbeui^H 
teousne^s o£ Christ is firm as the iiock : ^)it>:ia 
complete in every part : it is /the mghteoiisaesa 
of Go4 ; for vtbis is the name'whereby hesbliU 
be called, the Lord oua RI«uT£ousKl>ss^'^ 
It lis the entire fulfilment of the Divine com- 
mand, ** Thou shalt love the Lord thy »God 
with all thy mind, with all thine heart, with all 
thy strength ; and thy neighbour as thyself; 
since in every way ** he magnified the Law, and 
made it honourable/' It is also a righteousness 
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of which all who believe in him are entitled 
to make use; for, "Now the righteousness of 
God without the Law is manifested, being wit- 
nessed by the Law and the Prophets, even the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus 
Christ to all and upon all them that believe* ;" 
and, " He of God is made unto us wisdom, and 
righteousness, and sanctificalion, and redemp- 
tion." In this righteousness, therefore, the 
Apostle directs the Philippians to stand fast, 
as that which was perfect and complete. 

Next, stand fast in the power of hisResun-ection ; 
or, as St. Paul expresses it, " that I may know 
him, and the power of his resurrection." — We, 
my beloved brethren, are the disciples of a 
risen Saviour. These are bis own words : " I am 
He that was dead and am alive, and, behold, I 
live for evermore, and have the keys of death 
and hell." The " power of his resurrection" 
includes in it both the power by which he 
raised himself from the grave, and by which he 
will raise both the just and the unjust at the 
last day. It also includes the power by which, 
in consequence of his resurrection. He, by the 
agency of the Holy Spirit, quickens those who 
are dead in trespasses and sins, and continually 
imparts to them new spiritual life. This is the 
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power of the Resurrection ; and in this the 
Apostle stood fast, by constantly exercising 
faith in this risen Saviour. As he says in his 
Epistle to the Romans : ** It is Christ that 
died, yea rather, that is risen again ; who is 
even at the right hand of God ; who also maketh 
intercession for ns;" And again; " If wheii 
wew^re enemies we were reconciled to -God 
by* the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, we shall be saved by his life*/' 
It was not enough for him to declare the death 
of Christ : he preached unto them^^ Jesus and 
the resurrection f." And as he stood in thi^ 
power himself, he charged his beloved brethren 
tado the same. '• 

.'Next, stand fast mthelMOvd bs jfour>scope^ wua^y 
orjmnt of attainment. For, thoughi the' nietapkol: 
V stand fast ^ will not here be so suitable^ thfe 
truth conveyed is the same. As he says^ ^^ I 
presft toward the mark, for the prize of the high 
tcalling of God in Christ Jesus/' Christ was* the 
mark after which the Apostle pressed. In alibis 
Epistles he sets him forth,* as our obfect and 
only example: " Looking utito Jesus j"**iWloW 
me as I follow Christ." Like him, we nmSt 
here stand fast ; not taking the most eminent 
saint who ever lived, much less the professors 

* Romans Tiii. 34 ; v. 10. t Acts xtu. 18. 
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of the present day, as ourr standard ; but Christ 
our Lord, Looking not only to be found in him, 
and to knpw the powers of his reisurrection ; but 
taking him» as St. Peter says^. as our example^ 
that we may follow hi$ ste;ps. 

Once more^ stand fa$t in him: as the coming 
Saviour} who^t his appearing ^'shaU change 
our /vile body,; that it maybe fashioned like unto 
bis glprious body, according to the working 
Mfhe^reby he is able even to ^ubdvie all things to 
himself.!'. This standing fast i^ the expectation 
of hisiadvent-^or^ as be says in another Epistle, 
'f Looking for the blessed hope, and the glorious 
appeadng of the great God and ouir Saviour 
Jesus Christ " — completes the Apc^tle's charge* 
His enlarged mind^ . inspired by the Comforter, 
jtQOJjf: in tbe wk^le work of the Saviour,, fsom^bis 
births wiienhe came to visit us in great > hurmility, 
Jto tl^at blessedtperiod whea;he sha}l come again 
doti his i glorious \ majesty^. Some have/beld vain 
^andr mistaken views upon, this iSfubjeot, .buiit 
>wasi ;retealed: to the Apostle, as that glorious 
Itruth, whick led the Christian *^tQ>wait for his 
vSw from heaven/' 8^«d enabled himita anticipate 
tbki union jifith hi?, spiritpal children as his joy 
i«ynd:CTown of r^joioing: which became, also/ a 
^pow^rful motive to advance in holiness^ a strong 
consolation in the death of departed Christian 
friends, ai>d a quickening argument to watch 
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and be sober*. Stand fast, therefore, in this 
blessed hope. 

This, my friends, will give you some idea of 
the meaning of the Apostle's charge, ** so stand 
fast in the Lord :" stand fast in him, as that 
Saviour by whose obedience unto death a sinner 
may be accepted by God ; by whose resurrec- 
tion, life and immortality are brought to light, 
and the Holy Spirit now bestowed ; by whose 
example we have a perfect pattern to guide our 
steps ; and at whose second coming death shall 
be swallowed up in victory, and we, made like 
unto him, shall reign for ever and ever. 

This charge implies, though it is not expressed, 
that SO to stand fast in the Lord would be their 
great difficulty ;— that.it was against this firm- 
ness of faith, and this constant setting the Lord 
before them, that their enemies would make 
their most vigorous assaults. And thus it will be. 
AH the errors that have been put forth, have had 
this for their main object, to take the Christian 
off from his firmly resting upon his Saviour ; 
from his trusting to him as his Hghteousness, or 
drawing from him as his strength, or following 
him as his example, or hoping in him as that 
coming Lord of whom it is declared, ** when 



• See 1 Thess. i. 10, 1 1, 19, 20; iii. 11—13 ; i?. 13-18 ; 
Y. 1, 8, 23. 
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Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall 
we also appearwith him in glory *." The Apostle, 
therefore, with an affectionate earnestness which 
no mere man ever surpassed, says to his converts, 
*' My dearly beloved and longed for, my joy 
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved." 

You notice the numerous affectionate epithets 
by which he addresses them. *' Brethren — 
dearly beloved and longed for — my joy and 
crown— my dearly beloved." These, my friends, 
are not the eff*usions of a'ready utterance : they 
are the overflowings of a heart filled with love, 
a heart which at that moment was under the 
immediate inspiration of the Holy Spirit, who 
dictated these kind expressions. 

They were his "brethren;" those to whom' 
he was united, as a part of the family of that 
ever to be adored Saviour, who, while Lord of 
all, " is riot ashamed to call his people bre- 
thren." 'Ah, my beloved Christian friends, 
there is a tie which unites the children of God 
which no other brotherhood can claim. They 
" are members of His body, of His flesh, and oif 
His bones f," who sits at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high. He knits them together by 
a bond which nothing can break. The provi- 

♦ Col. iii. 4. t PP^es. V. 30. 
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dence of God may separate them for a season ; 
but wherever placed, they address the same 
Father, trust the same Saviour, are the habi- 
tation of the same Spirit, walk the same road, 
use the same light, the light of God's word, 
and look forward to the same home* " Pilgrims 
and strangers " here, they look for that " city 
whose builder and maker is God*." How 
blessed are they, when they are cordially united 
in this bond of love ! 

But it is not only as brethren, dearly beloved 
and longed for, that the Apostle names them : 
he mentions them as " his joy and crown."^ 
Here he still alludes to the Philippian games. 
Referring to the prize which was given to the 
successful combatant — a prize at once his joy 
and his crown, since it was a crown placed 
upon his forehead, that manifested his victory — 
he calls them his joy and crown. For when 
the faithful servants of God stand before the 
throne, arrayed in those robes which have been 
washed and made white in the blood of the 
Lamb, these will be the crowns they will cast 
at his feet; those redeemed sinners, whom 
they have been honoured as instruments to 
convert or to lead on to glory* These will be 
the trophies of their spiritual conquests ; tro^ 

« Heb. xi. 10. 
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phies which will fill their souls with glorified joy*, 
when pfesentitig them to Him by whose grace 
alone they have been won. By whose grace, 
I say ; for it is the Lord who gives his servants 
the ivill and the power to serve him. He it is, 
also, who enlightens the itiind, atid opens the 
heart to make those services effectual. All of 
grace. But what grace ! Grace which shall 
brighten glory ; grace which shall satisfy the 
travail of the Redeemer's soul, and increase 
throughout eternity the love and joy of his 
people. 

My beloved Christian friends, you who are 
indeed a part of the flock of Christ, which he 
has purchased with his own blood, when I 
think of the day that you are to appear before 
him; when I think of your personal joy, of 
the joy of angete, and of the joy of our 
Lord ; when I see the readiness with which 
the choirs of heaven will hail you, and hear 
from His own lips your cordial welcome, 
*' Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the. 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world ;" and when I think that the Lord 
has honoured us, the pastors of this church, as 
instruments to convert or edify you ; that in 
that day we may, without presumption, regard 
you as our *^ joy and crown ;" as those that we 

* 1 These, ii. 19, 20. 
H 2 
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are to present to our Divine Lord as proofs of 
our love to his name; — when these thoughts 
are, by Divine grace, brought to the mind, 
then indeed there is no space for sorrow : the 
eye glistens, and the heart enlarges, and the 
soul cries out, ** Not unto us, O Lord, not unto 
us, but to thy name give glory, for thy mercy 
and for thy truth's sake/' 

" Thou art worthy, Lamb of God ; 
Thou hast bought us with thy blood/' 

It was bearing them thus upon his heart, as 
his brethren beloved and longed for, his " joy 
and crown," that he charges them to stand fast 
in the Lord. He seems to sum up his desires in 
this one sentence, as if this would accomplish 
all he wished. And in truth, my beloved Chris- 
tian friends, if you attend to this one charge ; 
if this is written upon your memory, is present 
to your mind, is engraven upon your heart, 
and is carried out in your lives ; it will, by the 
blessing of God, secure that which I so ear- 
nestly desire for you — namely, your preisent 
peace and your everlasting glory. I shall never 
fear for you, while you stand fast in the Lord. 
Let me, then, press it upon you, as that one 
comprehensive sentence which will guide you 
through all difficulties, and bring you off more 
than conquerors, through Him that has loved 
us. Had I, my friends, the heart of an Apostle, 
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that heart would overflow with love and good 
will towards you ; but, according to the mea- 
sure that God has given to me, I offer you this 
charge with the most cordial affection. 

I give it to you all as my last charge, '^ Stand 
fast in the Lord." 

I give it to you, mt dear children, as a 
motto with which you may safely live and 
safely die. If, by the grace of God, you are 
now among the lambs of Christ, O keep near 
the Shepherd. He who " has gathered you 
in his arms," is ready ** to carry you in his 
bosom." At all times you may come to him ; 
and the oftener you come, the more welcome 
you will be. Stand fast then, my dear chil- 
dren, in the Lord. Wicked youths may try to 
separate you from him ; but flee from their 
Society : choose your companions from those 
who love the Saviour. Daily read a portion of 
his word. Daily offer up prayer in his name. 
Remember his Sabbath, to keep it holy ; and, 
like Jesus, be subject to your parents. Oh 
may the God of all grace give you his blessing ! 
may he keep you from all the evils to which you 
are exposed ! And when our Lord shall appear, 
then may my dear brother and myself present 
you before him, and, with all humility of 
heart, be enabled to say, '' Behold us, and the 
children whom thou hast given us ! " 
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You also, my dearly beloved friends, who, 
though not children in years, yet c^onsider your- 
selves to be as babes in Christ ; you who feel your, 
faith to be weak and your experience com- 
paratively small ; attei^d to tliis charge ; '^ Stand 
fast in the Lord." I may mentipn this for your 
encouragement, that, though I have aeen sope 
shewy, glittering profes^o^rs who have disgraced 
their profession, I never have m^t with one 
who lived in close cpmnaunion with his Sa* 
viour but the Lord led him forward in his 
Christian path. I would say, therefore, with 
the beloved disciple, ** My little children, abide 
in him ; that, when he shall appear, we may have 
con^dence, and Qpt be ashamed before him at 
his coming." You may, perhaps, wiah me to 
direct you. in your choice of a minister, pr a 
church, where, for thef present at least, you 
may most profitably attend. I wpuld say. 
Make choice of that minister, and of that con- 
gregation, in which the doctrines, the spirit, 
and the conversation of our Lord most appear. 
Be guided by this rule, and J am sure you 
will not err. Let me also say> that, tbough 
the Lord has not yet shewn us whether v^e are 
to be permitted again to assemble as a, church 
in some other place of worship, still, v^hatQver 
of private counsel or consolation yo^ may wish, 
consider your present pastor still as yowiniui- 
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ster. You are *' our dearly beloved, our joy 
and crown;" and nothing can break these 
ties: and therefore consider, that, when our 
public ministry cannot reach you, you have a 
greater claim, as you will have a most cordial 
welcome, to our private advice. May the Lord 
be your counsellor! May he make you to 
*^ lie down in green pastures, and lead you 
beside the still waters ! " May he ** keep you 
from falling, and present you faultless before 
the throne of his glory with exceeding great 
joy ! » 

Finally, my beloved brethren, you who are 
established in the faith, let me still give to you 
the same charge, " Stand fast in the Lord.'' 
You require nothing new. As the Apostle says, 
** Whereunto we have already attained, let us 
walk by the same rule, let us mind the same 
thing." Our way to the Father by the Spirit 
is very clear and very simple : it is all summed 
up in one word, 

Jesus: 

Jesus, the Son of God (Matt. xvi. 16); 

Jesus, our Saviour (Matt. i. 21); 

Jesus, our Lord (2 Pet. ii. 1) ; 

Jesus, our Life (Col. iii. 4) ; 

Jesus, our Head (Col. i. 18) ; 

Jesus, our Strength (2 Cor. xii. 9) ; 

Jesus, our Righteousness (1 Cor. i. 30); 
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Jesus, our Advocate (1 John ii. 1); 
Jesus, our Example (1 Pet. ii. 21) ; 
Jesus, our Hope (1 Tim. i. 1) ; 
Jesus, our Joy (1 Pet. i. 8) ; 
Jesus, our All in all (CoL iii. 11). 
Stand fast then, my beloved friends, in Him. 

Now to God the Father, God the Son, and 
God the Holy Ghost, be all honour and glory. 
Amen. 
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THE CHURCH COMMENDED TO GOD. 



ACTS XX. 32. 

And noWy brethren^ I commend you to God, and to 
the word of his grace^ which is able to build you 
up^ and to give you an inheritance among all them 
which are sanctified. 

We are, my beloved friends and brethren, now- 
arrived at that most affecting season when we 
are for the last time to assemble together in this 
house of prayer. In contemplation of this 
event I have, during these last three Sab- 
baths, been framing my discourses. On the 
first of these days I endeavoured to prepare 
your minds, by reminding you of the consola- 
tory words of the Apostle Peter, that we should 
not think it " strange concerning the fiery trial 
which is to try us, as though some strange 
thing happened ; but rejoice, inasmuch as we 
are made partakers of Christ's sufferings ; that, 
when his glory shall be revealed, we may be 
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glad also with exceeding joy.'* In the evening 
of the day, to make that consolation profitable, 
I led you to consider this dispensation as a 
gracious chastening from our heavenly Father 
to his people in this metropolis, and more 
especially to ourselves. Not a punitive judg- 
ment, but a fatherly correction, intended, by 
this early lifting up of his hand, to bring us 
submissively to his footstool, and to prepare us 
for those times of tribulation which we have 
reason to apprehend may be before us. — ThQ 
last Sabbath was occupied with giving one 
more invitation to our neighbours to *' se.ek the 
Lord while he may be found, and to call upon 
him while he is near." In the evening of that 
day I instituted the inquiry, from the Prophet 
Isaiah, " who hath believed our report ? and to 
whoox is the aru^ of the Lord revealed ? " an.d 
pointed out some scriptural marks of having re- 
ceived the report ; that the true believei: m^igl^ 
be established in hi$ holy ioitk ; a^ that, the 
mere professqr, bejbng delivered from his self- 
deception, might in reality come and partake of 
the blessings of the Gospel.~This morning, my 
beloved friends, I was employed in giving tQ 
the whole body of the church — to the children, 
to the weak of the flock, and to the strong in, 
faith — that short but comprehensive charge of 
the Apostle ; "Therefore, my brethren dearly 
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beloved and longed for, my joy and crown, 
f^o stand faet in the Lord, my dearly beloved ; '' 
a)S3ured that if, by Divine grace, they remain 
firm in their attachment to their Saviour, like 
the Apostle, ** counting all things but losa for 
Ghrist;" and, like him, standing fast in his 
righteousness, in the power of his resurrection, 
in his example, and in the hope of his coming 
glory ; whatever trials they may endure, they 
will be brought off at last more than conquerors. 
Oh, then, " my beloved brethren, my joy and 
my crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly 
beloved." 

Having thus, according to the ability which 
God has given to me, delivered to you that 
counsel which seemed most beneficial, accord-^ 
ing to the particular circumstances of each^ it 
only remains for me to follow the es^ample of 
the Apostle, who, after he had called the 
elders of the church together, a;Qd had ad<» 
dressed them with the affection pf a brother, 
and with the confidence of an inspired Apostle, 
said to them, *' Now, brethren, I commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace, 
which is able to build you up, and to give you 
an inheritance among all them which are sane* 
tified." 

The words appear to express these feelings 
of the Apostle's heart ;-*-* I have called you to- 
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gether, as those who know what manner of 
person I have been with you at all seasons. I 
have gone among you, publicly and privately, 
testifying repentance toward God and faith 
toward our Lord Jesus Christ. What the Lord 
designs for me I know not. While I was with 
you, I kept back nothing profitable for you ; 
but, now that my ministry with you is to ter- 
minate, and that I have given you my final ex- 
hortation, I put you into the hands of Him who 
never changes, and who is able to preserve you 
unto his everlasting kingdom.* 

I have selected these words, my Christian 
brethren, not as vainly comparing myself with 
the Apostle, but that they are the very feelings 
of my heart towards you, and are so highly 
calculated to console and comfort you. Let me 
then, first, open, and afterwards improve 
them. And may the Holy Spirit now grant 
his special aid , that this last season may be to 
us particularly blessed, for our Saviour's sake. 

The Apostle says, " Now, brethren, / com- 
mend you to God'' — These are words similar 
to those used by our blessed Lord, when offer- 
ing up himself as a sacrifice for our sins : ** Fa- 
ther, into thy hands I commend my spirit." 
As if he had said, * I have finished the work 
which thou hast given me do ; and, now that I 
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am about to yield up the ghost, I put my spirit 
into thy hands, assured that " thou wilt not 
leave my soul in hell, neither suffer thine 
holy One to see corruption ;" but that " thou 
wilt shew me the path of life. In thy presence 
is fulness of joy ; at thy right hand is plea- 
sure for evermore." ' 

It is thus that the Apostle commends the 
Ephesian elders, and in them the whole church, 
to God. That you may feel the consolation 
such a commendation affords, let us realize for 
a moment who God is. 

*' As for their idols," says the Psalmist, 
** they are silver and gold ; the work of men's 
hands." But the Lord is the true God. He 
is the living God, and everlasting King. *^ He 
hath made the earth by his power : he hath 
established the world by his wisdom ; and hath 
stretched forth the heavens by his discretion." 
^^ The voice of the Lord is powerful ; the voice 
of the Lord is mighty." " The Lord sitteth 
upon the flood ; yea, the Lord sitteth King for 
ever." In these passages his eternal power and 
Godhead are brought before us. Thus, He, to 
whom the Apostle commends the church, is He 
who has full power to keep them. ^* They are," 
as St. Peter says, ** kept by the power of God, 
through faith, unto salvation." 

So he is ** the only wise God ; " the God whose 
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wisdom the Apostle thus sublimely celebrates : 
** Oh the depth of the riches both of the wis- 
dom and knowledge of God ! How unsearch- 
able are his judgments ! and his ways past 
finding out ! * '* As the richest beds of native 
ore lie deep in the bowels of the earth ; so in a 
vast profound lie the depths of the wisdom of 
God. So concealing his plans as to bring from 
the darkest counsels the brightest rays of 
glory ; that when we should least expect it to 
appear^ there his wisdom makes it manifigst. 

Still further : He is " the God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ/' and in him the God 
and Father of all that put their trust in him. 
We are too apt to forget his character ; that he 
is " our Father, who is in heaven ; " that of all 
our real wants it is declared, ** your heavenly 
Father knoweth that ye have need of these 
things ; " that he promises that he will spare his 
people, ** even as a father spareth the son 
that serveth him/' It is true, my friends, that 
he is the Lord Jehovah, the great and glorious 
God, at whose presence the mountains shake 
and the angels veil their faces ; but with this 
grandeur, the " High and Lofty One, who in- 
habiteth eternity," still condescends to *' dwell 
with the humble atid contrite, to revive 

* Romans xi. 



THE CHURCH COMMENPED TO GOD. Ill 

the spirit of the humble, and to revive the 
heart of the contrite ones *." — Oh, how consola- 
tory it is to be put into a Father's hands ! to 
have his power, his wisdom, and his parental 
love, engaged for us ! to hear him say, as a 
tender parent, even to his rebellious children, 
"How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how 
shall I make thee as Admah ; how shall I set 
thee as Zeboim ? Mine heart is turned within 
me; my repentings are kindled together. I 
will not execute the fierceness of mine anger ; 
I will not destroy Ephraim : for I am God, 
and not man ; the Holy One in the midst of 

theef.'' 

Let us pause for a moment, that we may 
realize the consolation. 

** Now, brethren, I commend you to God." 
These are the words of the inspired Apostle, 
and unquestionably prove that it is our pri- 
vilege, in every trial, to flee to the Lord as 
" a sure refuge ;" to come to him just as a child 
runs to his father : the darker the night, the 
louder the storm, the blacker the tempest, the 
more speedily does the child run, and the more 
readily does his father receive him. Well might 
the Prodigal in his distress say, /'I will arise 
and go to my Father ; " for, ere the thought 
came into his mind, his Father was looking for 

* Isai. Ivii. 15. t Hosea xi. 8. 
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him; add ere he beheld his Parent, the ey^ 
of parental love saw him," when'' he waa 
yet a great waydfF," ** He had compassion 
on him, and ran, and fell on his neck, and 
kissed him." O my friends, it is «weefe to 
hear this compassicmate Father say, f^ Fear not^ 
for I am with thee; be not dismayed/ for. I am 
thy God : I will strengthen thee, I will helpi 
thee, yea I will uphold thee, with the right hand: 
of my righteousness." . The : Lord is good^ a 
strong r hold in the f day of trouble; and he 
knoweth them that trust m him . May he eo^ 
able us to realize his character, whilst we h^sir 
the Apostle's words, " Brethren, I commend' 
you to God!" 
•'• ■ ■ . • . • . /'••. ; 

The consolation afforded by this ApostoJic 
confidence is much increased ' by the laddition^ 
that he makes when he says, *' I commend your 
tb Qod^ and to the word of Ms graceJ^'-^Twi^ 
ideas are conveyed by this expression. ** .T^he 
word of his grace" is considered by soBaeito 
mean his written word; which is, indeed,, the. 
word of his grace, as containing (as it is termed 
in the twenty-fourth verse) " the Gospel of the 
grace of God ; " the glad tidings of salvation^ 
through Jesus Christ, the Son of his love, 
given to us by the rich and free favour of 
Almighty God. — Others consider ** the word 
of his grace " to mean " the living Word; even 
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Him who is thus ileseribed, ^* In tbe begianing 
was the Word, and the W^upd was wkh Grod, 
and die Word was Qkxl." St. John dei^ribes 
him w the Wotd if Hfo: '' That/' says he^ 
'^ which we have heard, which we have seen 
with our eyes, which we have looked qpon^ 
and our hands have handled, of the Wc^d of 
life ^ ; because life is in him, life comes from 
him, and life is obtained throijgh him. So be 
may be called f' the Word of his grace ; ^ be* 
cause it is by the Word being made llesh and 
dwelling among ns, and in that flesh, as man, 
dying for our sins and rising again forour jusli- 
ficatiouy that the grace of God is so abundantly 
manifest. If we desire tp know this grace, 
whither do we go, but to the living Word, the 
Son of his love, the crucified Saviour ? ** But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love 
wherewith he loved us, even when we wer^ 
dead in sins, hath quickened us together with 
Christ, (by grace avp ye saved) ; and hath raised 
us up together, and made ms sit together in hea*« 
venly places in X)hrist Jesus ; that in the ages to 
come he might shew the exceeding riches of his 
grace in his kindness towards us, through Christ 
Jesus. For by grace are ye saved, through faith ; 
and that not of yourselves : it is the ^ft^of God-: 

^ See 1 John i* L 
I 
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not of works, lest any man should boasl 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
unto good works, which God hath before or- 
dained that we should walk in them*." — Here 
his grace is most manifest, in his Son, the 
living Word, 

As the expression, then, will admit of both 
interpretations, instead of confining ourselves 
to either, we may take them both. " I commend 
you to God, and to the word of his grace " — or, 
to that written revelation of his name, his cha- 
racter, and his will, that he has given unto us. 
In our trials we are nut commended to an un- 
known God ; to a God whose name, whose 
will, and whose ways we cannot discover ; but 
in this blessed book he is so clearly manifested, 
that he that runs may read. My friends, how 
much consolation does it give, that, when 
public ordinances are taken from us, Christian 
friends are taken from us, the Lord's ministers 
are taken from us, we may say. Here is the 
Bible, " the word of his grace," the word 
which proclaims pardon to the guilty, know- 
ledge to the ignorant, strength to the weak, 
comfort to the distressed, and to all, who 
truly seek the Lord, eternal blessedness, 
through Christ our Lord ! It is, my fi 



* Ephes. ii. 4— 10. 
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if the Apostle hafdsditf^o't'hem : * Our Divinfe 
Lord separated iTs ; but fear not? -I commend 
you to the God df thfe BibletUfa'at God will 
fulfcfl to you ^11 hi$ Ifbod word ; not tAie of Kfe 
Jjroiirf^eis shall fail/ ' 'And, oh, howsw^t, how 
precious, are these promises ! We can: be in 
too exigency, but some word of his graice shall 
be'as a' stay to our hearts. " '^ - 

But the expression is still nlore»consolatD^y, if 
you consider it as meaning the living • Wohd, or 
" the Word made flesh," Jesus our Saviour : for 
then it exactly accords with his graoious coinisel ; 
^^'Let not your heart be troubled : ye believe^ ki 
God, believe also in me :" rest in me ; p^ace your 
entire confidence in me.*--^Let us vie# Uie wdrds 
in this sense. ^ I commend you: to iGbd, atid4o 
his Son, the Lord Jestii^ Chtist;f^HBveii: to MA 
who proved his love, by receiving^ you .from 
hiis Father, ^tbong those sons* wbd^m he undei^- 
took to bring to glory; who hfas'c^Dfiftnddfthdt 
love by isbedding his blood for y^r sins; and 
'who assures you of its' uhchange^leness^ % 
declaring to his disciples,' ^* Lo, Ham \t^ife^ybu 
always, even unto the end of tiie wdxld!." ^cThe 
Apostle commeiids his bretbrep to Hitti !And 
what has Jesus said bf them( <who are in hfe 
keeping ? ** My sheep hear my voice,/ and I 
know them, and they follow me : and I give 
unto them eternal life; and they shall never 

I 2 
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pennil, iQ^>ther sJa^ any f>]f\icjk theb) o^X of my 
band *." l^^or, before ti^^y can fee.plwKed auft 
df his baodj. be liiust b^a put down from. Ms 
ibrone, be musjt lo^a all bis f^QM^ ; )j?ea, "God 
tnu^t ioae bis :. fwf^ a$ if to i:Oft)[$ itt^ safety of 
bia {People tJcfubly surey be iidds to* tbe verse I 
:bave just qii^ted, ** My Father, wbkb ^gavie 
tbem me, is greater tbaix.'aU ; and xione is abl$ 
to pludt ^lieni put :df my Fatber's band : I and 
mvFaiber aire co^." 



/ Tbi»^ tbeii^ ii^ tb^ gfenerbl consollttba df tbd 
lApo^lie c ^' I dommend ybu to God> samL to Ibe 
wr^ of bis grace/' Not, bowiever, (satisfied 
mSlx thiit; iie /decides ^tbiose particblbrs of bis, 
po^er \^btbli elscactly applied to their case^ ;aad 
which are equally iipfili^bfe to oui* awn: iie 
aakys, ^' "which is aMe to build yo^ up, and Itp 
give you lan inberitance aibfoi;^«iiQ then iivbifob 
tee 'Sbfictified/' ^tbese par1n«Adait tso^^ 
weil-being on >eaifth, and tbidr fctture •glcto'y fat 
tbe Loi^^4&<efe^^iiaikiDgdf<^. 

Tb^ Aporsitld, in the ^nber >pait of bis 'S^^ 
odiirse/Add^beed ^bai^iig'the eldero, " 3T»Ke^ 
he03, tfaerefote, uMo yoiinibh^Ss «»id 'teV^lt 
^e (fiodiovei- IbetvliriGrh the Holy GboiA 'bath 
tba&e you overseenrs^ 'to &ed Ibhe cboaroh '4st' 

1 « 
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God, which he hath ' purchaBed wkh his own 
blood : for I know, that after my d^parture^ 
shall grievous wolves eater ia amoag you, not 
sparing th'e flock : a?so of your ownselves shall 
men arise, speaking perverse things, to draw 
away disciples after them." Such a declara^ 
tion might well produce apprehension in the 
Ephesian church* They might think, that 
these wolves might scatter the flock ; and that, 
especially, the weak might be much injured. 
And surely, my friends, in this day of rebuke 
and blasphemy, this day of covert deceit and 
open infidelity, it is a fear that might well enter 
into our minds. In truth, I ma^ «ay, when I 
k>ok only to the danger, without regard^ the 
power of God as our gteat Preserver,- it is one 
of the distresses wbich I most apprehend ; that 
these dear little ones, Who have been fed with 
the sincere ittilk of the word, may faH a prey to' 
the dei^igning. ¥or, alas! those who know 
the tcourrences of the last twenty years weH 
know, that even from among the flock of Christ 
ftatlse teachers hftve arisen, ** speaking perverse 
things, to draw away disciples after theiii." 

The Apostle meets this apprehenislioa by the 
declaration, ** He is abk to build you up.*' As 
if he had said, ^ Amidst these distressing ap- 
pearances you have no real cause for alarm : 
for though ihese wolves may come, and try to 
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scatter the flock^ God is able to preserve you : no 
only to keep you from falling, ^ but to carry oi 
his work; to increase your grace, to increasi 
your knowledge, to increase yonr aeal, to make 
you abound in every good word and work. He 
is not confined to instrumonts^ nor is he un- 
mindful of the devices of the enemy.. "^ He 
thafc keepeth Israel shall neither slumber incfr 
sleep.*' His gracious promise is, ** I will water 
itevery moffient: lest any hurt it; I. will keep 
it night and day." He is " able to build yoi 

-' This word, " able,-' contains more than the 
bare ^ower of God. For, whilst all things arc 
poitoible to Omnipotence, yet there are sonn 
things which,, consistently with his holiness 
the Lotd cannot do. It is written, •' It i 
io^possible for Gpd to lie." When, therefore 
it is declared, he is '* able to build you tip, ' 
it means, that h*- is morally able ; 6r, that hi • * 
power can be exercised in accordance wit 1 
hia othet Divine attributes. And thus! it can - 
thoi^e whom -the Lord Jesus haa reconciled t ' 
God' by the bJoqd of his cross, are in circum 
stances in which the Lord *^ can be just, ain' 
yet the justifier of them! that believe in Jesus.' 
Let us dwell, my beloved friends, on this as 
surance of the Apostle. Here, are we at thi 
time, in his mysterious providence, about to I 
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scattered as ,sheep without a abepbevd : but he 
is able, if he see it right, to collect us agaiu. 
In the journeyings of the children of Israel^ 
when they left oae station, it is said of the Loi:d> 
and said most beautifully, that '' He went in 
the way heforo them, to i search out a place for 
them to pitch their tents in *.'* He became like 
the pioneers of an army<: It was not enough 
that he .provided them generally witli an eA* 
c^mpment, but he went in the way, ta.^earcA 
out aplace^ to mark out a particular spot, .where 
his people should most conveniently, most plea-r 
santly^. and most safely rest, , And ^aahe ^ot 
now do the samel. Cannot that God, nwbo sa 
well provided for his children in the. wilderne^; I 
cannot He, when in hi$. providence? he teUsiW^r 
to leave this house of prayer, provide us jwiiihi r 
another? Assuredly he can. He knows, my 
friends, .everyjspot.^in, this great city,: H>E! has 
thejififi^rt of each inbahrttant inihisjhandi AH 
power is hi6. ^Je can. remove, every . obstjapl^^ ^ 
and supply ^very. want. Tb^re is ijq diffiiCnUyf^ 
if it, be for his glory and our real gQQ^^,}nh}B 
providing a church for us,. And aQh^rCaa 
** build us up.'/ if he, see right, thu^ to rer?i^n. 
semble us; or if, for purpose^ not y^t revealed^ 
he shall or^l^J, otherwise, still, '* as spirijtu^l 



stoites>" be ean fit us into his honse^ and prepare 
HBfoT that day '' wheti the UopHS tone £haU be 
broaght forthwith flh(Miting», crying^ Garace»^race 
unto itv'*-^Oh my fiiendsy it is sweet to repose on 
such It Friend, ft i&^ as a healing balm to the 
m^L *^ He is ahh to build us up/' ^ No power 
can prevent it^ Sal^ may icast hi& fiery darts \ 
wicked men may excite persecution; but 'i^ the 
foumdwtioii of God stai^eth sure i The. Lord 
knowietfa them t&ait are his *w'' .^^ He, which 
hath i^gun a i^ood work in you» wiUr perforto 
ift iUtttil the day of Jesus Christ t /' " -For the 
ikiiai0taiiB»Bha11 depart^ aird the hills be remould 
ed ; but my kindness diall notdepart from thee, 
neither stellthe co^natit of my peace, be; re- 
moved^ saitii the Lordi that ihath mecey: on 

Consolatory as «his /declaration iis^ it is ^not 
thfe wb6le of the Apostle* 8 bondfort. Fbrwhen 
:be' spekks of building them trp, he speaks^ of 
ithat -wfaidi, in the mode of aceompl^^hmg 
it^ ii^ various. Oh my friendift^ by what various 
inst?rumente, a»d by what various ptovidencM, 
does' the L6rd biiild up his people! 'V.The 
wicked;" Jt is ijiid> ''have no changes; "but 
^e righteous are brought through many temp- 
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t^t^ons ; that, tried in the fire, they may come 
fotth like gold. He leads the Ephesian elders 
fwward j therefore, beyond the present scfene ; 
declaring^ not only that God is able to build 
them up, but to gm ikem an iiAeritance among aU 
ihetn whkh ate setnctifki^ 

Every word in this part of the sentence is 
etnphatic. 

** To give yo». "-^Eternal glory, my fadoved 
friends, ti not the result i^ jiuman merit, o^ 
h^m^an power: it is tiot procured by k>an or 
purchtee : It is " the g^ of God, through 
Jem^ OiHst/' His blood has purchased it, and 
hii^ g:race prepares you for it. 

He is *^ able to giveyotitwt inheritance. ''-r^Y^n 
are put out of an* uncertain dwelling^; but in its 
stead you shall receive a sure possessiott^ a^n 
inheritance which shall continue when the earth 
attd all that is therein shall be burnt up. 

And this *^ ati inheritance awK^/sg* allthm th(a 
utis sanctifiedr—YmiMe noiitr placed in^ a world 
lyif^ io/wickedne^s. Whilst in that world, he 
will keep^ou frocS the evfl. But you shall not 
be even where evild wells t he will bring you 
to a city into whiiTi ^* nothing that defileth or 
maketh a he " shall enter, but ** they which are 
written in the Lamb s book of life." It is an 
inheritance *' pure, and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away." 
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Let us pause, my belovjed friends, for a mo- . 
ment, to dwell upon our borne. Many are the 
happy seasons that we have enjoyed together in 
the praises of our God.... But,, happy as these 
seasons have been, apd thankful, as we should 
be to that grace which provided them, stil^ they 
have been mixed seasons : it .was not among 
" all them that are sanctified :" for, alas 1 .^ach . 
of us must confess that we are only in part re* 
newed; that still a body of sin and death eur u 
compasses us; Nor wasit for any length of time 
that these seasons C9ntinued : we met indeed^ 
but it was soon to part again. ThQ Lord's Supper, 
was administered, the hymn . was ^ sung-r--thj5. 
day closed— the ordinary affairs of life returji- 
ed, and our privileged ^seasons fled away. But,. 
niy friends, that God, who is able to build ,us^. 
up, caagive us an inheritance from whicji wq 
** shall go out no more :t-!.jn, which, whilst ?tU/ 
is4)erfect PjUrity within,^ all around is Ipve ..and 
joy and>spotless holiness. Our;Sabbaths. sih^lL. 
never end. " We shall serve him de^y and night 
in his temple/' We ^hall see his fi^pe. ^PiR 
name shall be on our fqreheads. " There Srhall 
be no night there ; for the Lord God giyeth them 
light.'* And we shall •* reign for ever and 
ever*." 



* See Rev. xxii. 5, 
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Such, my friends, was the hiding-place, or 
rather the sweet and secure abode, to which the 
Apostle, on leaving his beloved brethren of the 
Church of Ephesus, commended them ; and to 
which, following his example, I desire to com- 
mend you. I would say, in his words, and in 
the desires atleastofmy heart with somewhat of 
his aifection, " Now, brethren, I commend you 
to God, and to the word of his grace, which is 
able to build you up, and to give you an inherit- 
ance among all them which are sanctified." In 
doing this, I would, in the presence of the as- 
sembled congregation, humbly beseech his Di- 
vine forgiveness of all that has been evil in his 
sight, since he has given to me this charge. It 
has been one of great responsibility and great 
temptation ; and feeling how very, very far 
'short I have fallen in rightly executing it, I 
^ould come before him, confessing my sins 
and unworthiness, and beseech his pardoning 
mercy for his dear Son's sake. " Oh, enter not 
into judgment with thy servant, O Lord ; for in 
thy sight shall no man living be justified. " "Blot 
out my sins as a cloud, and my transgressions 
as a thick cloud ;" and let me resign this charge 
with these words spoken to me : " Son, be of 
good cheer: thy sins are forgiven thee." And 
not only mine, but all our sins and all our trans- 
gressions. May he say to us all, " I will be 
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jSaerblfttl t6 theif iflnri^hWoush(^ss, and their 
sins arid their irii4iiitie& ^11 I remfernbieir no 
more!-"' "' •" '' ■-■■■■ 

In cotamending ybti l<j G6d dhd to f h^ Word 
of his grace, I would arad ]f)ublicljr render my 
praises and thanksgiviogs^ for all bis goodness 
conferred upon me ^nd ttpon this congregation. 
Some, who know tlie state of this church when 
the Lord sent me to it ; remembering that not 
more than a third of tke i^eats were occupied; that 
there was not a,pl9fC^ for jsichjil|[l or a pooi^.person ; 
will be ready to say^ ^* Wh«Jt halth God wrought!" 
In reviewing his past dealings, permit me grate- 
ftifly to acktioWledge ** thdt goodness and mercy 
Have contihually followed me/' The kind friends 
faf6^h&s raised up/tfae fattkiful ministers he has] 
sent, I3icf turning itato blessings present evils^ — 
mkk!n^' seas6ns of pain and sickness to work 
fdr gobd ; bringing sweet out of bitter, an^4. 
li^ht but of darkness^-theste, and many, many 
other afctii of tender mercyV ean tievW be for- 
gfettfeni It isHirith feeHngs of deep sorrow^ my 
bilbvfed frietids, thiat I go through our prfesent' 
disp^nijation ; but 6ven these feelings will not 
eitclude the remembrance of the goodness 
of the Lord. Whatever trial is now before us 
cahnot prevent past blessings. The good which . 
the Lord by his servants has wrought in this 
church ; the souls won for the Saviour ; " the 
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pcecious. stone^, " wbiph. havp been prepared 
and i^pjished ." fpr tb^ cSia^ein of our King*"-^^ 
these will remain for ever and ever. I would 
nse ag?iio, thj^refore, tc^- night, words we hsfve 
so freq<iieQ|iy vspd, ;pn, foirm^ occasions ; ^ 

11)18 dod is tbe'Goawef iQJor^ 

Wliose loTCj |8 as gir^at as hjs ppwer, 
And neither knows nieasMre nor end. 

. , Tls Jesus^ the Rrsi 4n4 the Last, , ,,^ 

Whose Spirit snaU guide us sate home i 
jWe*ll praisfe him for aH tliat fe j»st, 
Mir:; . rA:^d trust birh rfer M that's to come^ < ^ . v 

I y?<HijW . also, rn^ beioyed Christistn frjei^ 
in, cooi^n) ending, you to God, earnestly jQut]^^^ 
yoi^r jirayeis for mrjrseftf ^and my bejpi^c^f 

ijwiy tnak m faith&l tci jpur ©ivine^ IVJ^^r^ 
md i)re$erra hib blajBj^sjBfis, till the day. cxfi 

Christ. I would entreaty a?^* Ifp^J^ f?r?^3f ffT^ i 
one for s^nother, and more esp^fi^ly.ipr l^ft^ 
weak and timid, and those whom Satan may, 
nbw haras?. And especially I wpuld implpr€i| 
you tp ** let your conversation be as becpiii<^tli| ^ 
the Gospel of Christ.'' The eyes of many will, 
be upon you individually, as a part pf that 
flock which is scattered. Oh that no evil naay 
be Justly sppken of any of you ! but that, likes . 
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Daniel, you may have this honourable testi- 
mony : ** We shall not find any occasion against 
this Daniel, except we find it against him con- 
cerning the law of his God." 

My beloved brethren, were my discourse to 
be lengthened according to the desire I have 
for your welfare, I should keep you long be- 
yond the midnight hour. But it is not the 
words you heat to-Mght whidh is td fix your 
principles, or guide your conduct* I have, as 
the Lord has enabled me, through my ministry 
endeavoured to " keep hktk nothing that was 
profitable to you." 1 will not, therefore, try 
your feelings by further addressing youj* but 
humbly pray, for the sake of his dear Son our 
blessed Saviour, that . the God of all , grace, 
** who hath called us unto his eternal glory by 
Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered awhile, 
make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle 
you. To him be glory and dominion for ever 
and ever. Amen." 
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